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PREFACE 


The following is taken from the Whitehouse Historical 
Society's Constitution: "The purposes of the Society are to dis- 
cover, procure, and preserve whatever may relate to the general 
history and the natural archaeological, civil, literacy, ecclesi- 
astical and military history of the United States and more parti- 
SLM of the old Northwest Territory and the Maumee River 

alley. 


To encourage the writing of books and papers, and the 
delivery of lectures and addresses on subjects of historical and 
ret d interest and to publish the same as occasion may render 
advisable." 


This states the purpose of this book, along with the observa- 
tion of the 125th anniversary of the Village of Whitehouse. 


We are indebted to all the authors of histories and stories, 
for without their contributions of time and knowledge, much his- 
tory would have been lost forever. 


We also want to express our appreciation to all others who 
donated their time and skills typing and proofreading. 


Efforts should be made in future years to again update our 
history. Any inaccuracies or omissions which time will reveal 
could then be corrected. 


A. J. Bradley stated in his book, Early Whitehouse History, 
that he has finished his part of "Old Whitehouse History"; some- 


body should go on with it. 


Orville D. Bucher 
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INDIAN TREATIES 


Treaty of Detroit 1807 


This treaty provided the Ottawa Indians with a six-mile- 
square reservation. The east boundary ran from the Maumee River 
above Roche de Boeuf in a northwest direction. Whitehouse and 
Neapolis are located in this six-mile square. 


Treaty of 1831 


Å treaty was made with the Ottawa Chiefs in which they ceded 
the six-mile square above Roche de Boeuf to the United States. 


Treaty of 1833 at Chicago 


The Tribe relinquished all lands claimed by them and con- 
firmed the provisions of all private treaties relating to the 
lands in Ohio. 


WHITEHOUSE IN 1888 


General Stores - Black & Co., Albert Canfield, George Oswald & Co. 

Hardware - Michael Goodman 

Drugs & Medicines - Francis Heath, Dr. F. Leach 

Furniture - Henry Schmidt 

Blacksmith - W. J. Demuth and Jones Bros. 

Millinery - M. L. Stebbins 

Mayor - M. F. Leach 

Marshal - Eugene Barker 

Quarry - John L. Pray 
One mile by 60 rods (113 acres) with all the conveniences, 
including steam power and a mile of rail track. Stone 
was used for ballast for some railroads as far west as 
the Mississippi River. At that time 40 men were working 
in the quarry. 


Population Census 1880 - 554 
School Census 1888 - 158 


ROADS 


MRS. GRACE BERLIN'S PRESENTATION AT OCTOBER 1971 MEETING OF THE 
WHITEHOUSE HISTORICAL SOCIETY: 


Over the years there have been many changes in the roads. 
Early roads were usually narrow and travel was slow. On sandy 
ground the wheels would sink deeply and in wet weather low spots 
were even more difficult to get through. Clay roads in the spring 
or in wet weather were almost impassable. 


My mother told of how her father was driving from out here to 
Maumee about 1870 and about halfway between Monclova and Maumee 
the mud was so deep and sticky that the horses gave out and he had 
to stay over until the next day at a farmhouse. 


I can remember some bumps in the LaPlant Road that were the 
remains of a section of corduroy. Logs were placed across the 
road in low places. Miss Grace Irwin tells how her grandmother 
could remember the stagecoaches and how they would blow their 
horns when they came to a section of corduroy on Angola Road. 
This was to warn of their coming for there was no passing there. 
There was a section of corduroy on Airport Highway west of the 
cemetery. 


The corduroy roads were not too satisfactory so planks were 
put on the roads. They did not last long as the planks rotted on 
the wet ground. I have heard of a plank road around here but have 
not been able to find anyone who remembers where. My cousin's 
husband, who belonged to a French family who settled in Monroe in 
the early days, tells about Detroit Avenue being a plank road all 
the way from Toledo to Detroit. There were tollgates along the 
way and tolls collected for driving on the road. Stagecoaches 
went along and blew their horns at an old inn still standing near 
Luna Pier. 


There were plank roads in Wood County, too, one being from 
Bowling Green to Perrysburg. Harold Mayfield says in one of his 
articles that at times horses would sink to their bellies on the 
road from Fremont to Toledo. At one time, I have read, a plank 
road and posts were started on their route but were never 
finished. 


Route 2 and the Monclova Road were some of the early stoned 
roads. I can remember seeing the Weckerly Road stoned. Men with 
teams of horses and scrapers pulled dirt from the ditch and heaped 
it on the roadway. Then large stone, next a smaller size, and 
finally small stone were spread and raked smooth. This made a 
rather narrow, high-crowned road. It was dirty in dry weather and 
at times icy in winter. I remember someone moving and his heavily 
loaded wagon slid into the ditch and he had difficulty getting 
out. 


The Weckerly Road was once our Indian Trail with a trail 
marker where it crossed the creek. On old maps it did not turn 
north but continued on east, along the creek about a mile, and 
then crossed over, going along the other side. It was pleasant to 
drive a horse along this road with the creek nearby, with clean 
sparkling water flowing in it. 


The Eber Road originally did not run as it does now, but went 
across diagonally to the Weckerly or Monclova Road. It was higher 
ground that way. Two or three early homes would have been on the 
road by then. These sand roads were pleasant to drive on with 
woods and open spaces and flowers in season. Mrs. Edward Sperling 
says it was such a pretty drive coming from Swanton to the grand- 
father's home on Davis Road. 


When the early automobiles came along, they ràn into trouble 
very often if they ventured off the stone roads. They stuck fast 
or slid into the ditch on the clay and sank deeper and deeper into 
the sand. Mrs. Anna Gunn Spencer tells how the early autos got 
stuck on Ginger Hill. This was on South 20 a short distance east 
of Eber Road. Her father had to hitch up his team very often and 
go out to pull an auto out of the sand. 


Now it is a rare thing to find a mud road. Most roads have 
been widened, -straightened, and done over many times with stone, 
concrete and asphalt. We can drive from 40 to 70 miles an hour 
where our grandfather drove or walked at 3 miles an hour. 


Eber Road was paved with macadam in 1922. 
--Grace Berlin 


BUCHER ROAD 


In 1825 Christian and Christena Bucher came to this country 
from Switzerland. The voyage across the Atlantic took seven 
weeks. They homesteaded 160 acres near Bluffton, Ohio. A son, 
Frederick, moved to Whitehouse in 1852 and built a home on his 
farm. Two sons of Frederick's eight children, Joseph and 
Benjamin, settled on each side of the railroad on what is now 
Bucher Road. Ben established a brick and tile kiln next to the 
log house where he and his wife, Maria, raised nine children. In 
1895 they moved into a new two-story frame house where their tenth 
child was born. Sparks from a steam engine pulling a threshing 
rig caused their kiln to burn, which put an end to the brick and 
tile business. 


Joe married Fannie Rupp and they lived and farmed on the 
other side of the railroad. They had 11 children. 


Frederick Bucher, his two sons, Ben and Joe, and Ben's son, 
Herbert, were all Mennonite ministers. 
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DAVIS ROAD 


Sam Davis purchased 40 acres from the government in 1839, 
part of section 26, west of what is now Davis Road. The 1844 
Militia Roll shows him as a member at age 32 years. All males 
between ages 21 and 45 served in the Militia at that time. Hiram 
and Wilson Davis served in the Union Army in the Civil War. 


The Davis log house was located in the southwest corner of 
the 40 acres. There was a spring nearby the house that furnished 
water for use and for keeping food cool. 


Mr. Henry Davis helped build a number of log cabins around 
the country, including the Whitehouse cabin (Historical 
Society's), which much later in the 1900s was occupied by Hiram 
Davis until he went to live with his daughter on the Sly place. 


Henry Davis owned the 40 acres on Davis Road in 1899. Jesse 
and Cora Davis followed in ownership. Now, in 1990, it is owned 
by the Sisters of Notre Dame. The Lial School is located on the 
east side of the 40 acres. 


EBER ROAD 


Jon Eber, Sr., came to America from Wurtemberg, Germany, in 
1840, coming to Maumee. He worked for a Mr. Young for a while at 
Maumee and then bought a small place in Monclova Township. A few 
years later he sold the small place and then bought 160 acres in 
the Oak Grove district on each side of what is now Eber Road, and 
south of Ramm Road. 


He built a substantial log house which was still standing in 
1936, in which his family lived. After he and his wife died and 
daughters Carrie and Rose moved out, John, Jr., and George contin- 
ued to live in the old log house for 78 years. 


John, Jr., and George had many friends from Maumee and Toledo 
out at the old ranch and whether company came for a week or a 
month, it was all the same with the Eber boys. They always had a 
warm fire and plenty to eat. They were real old-time hunters and 
led many a big chase for deer, fox, coon, and wild turkeys. John 
died sometime before 1936 at age 89; but Carrie in Nebraska, Rose 
and George were still living in 1936. Their three ages add up to 
254 years. 


11 


FINZEL ROAD 


Fred Finzel landed in New York City in June 1836 from Germany 
and then came to Maumee, Ohio, the following September. 


He helped to dig the Wabash Canal and took up a homestead in 
1843 on what is now Finzel Road and lived on it for 60 years. 


Fred Finzel visited the Longs in 1844 while they lived on the 
place that later became Rev. John Foster's home. Fred learned 
during his visit that Mrs. Long (nee Bollinger) had a marriageable 
sister out near Wooster, Wayne County, Ohio. As the Demuths were 
going that way, he got a chance to ride with them to visit the 
Bollingers. He visited them for two weeks, married their 
daughter, Eva Bollinger, and brought his bride home with him. 
They lived a happy life until Eva died in April 1895. Fred lived 
to be 90 and was known for his love for flowers. 


HELLER ROAD 


The Hellers came to Pennsylvania from Germany in 1706. 
Emanuel Heller settled in Providence Township, four and a half 
miles southwest of Whitehouse in 1846. Just as all the first 
settlers, they built log huts and had a very hard row to hoe. 


Oliver Perry Heller helped to build the Wabash Railroad and 
worked on the section afterwards. 


There were three of Emanuel Heller's sons in the Civil War. 
Also a cousin of theirs, Ray Lucas, was killed the same day 
Christy Disher was wounded. 


Ray Heller was scalded to death when the Sultana blew up at 
Memphis, Tennessee. 


Oliver Perry Heller was president of the Long school board 
when George W. Norris, at the age of 16, got the job of teacher 
and straightened out their big boys and girls. He later became a 
senator from Nebraska. 


OBEE ROAD 


William Obee came from England. His first wife was a Foster. 


John Obee arrived in Whitehouse as a child in 1853. He 
worked on the Bradley sheep farm. He served three years in the 
Union Army during the Civil War, mostly in Tennessee. An older 
brother, Henry, was a sergeant in the same unit, the 100th OVI, 
and received a field promotion to lieutenant. 
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John returned to Whitehouse after the war and married Maggie 
Billings. Then he bought a little farm on Swan Creek, on what is 
now Obee Road. He built a little house and stable with oak board 
running up and down. 


Eber Bradley and John Obee canvassed the country and bought a 
team and wagon and a few tools in Monclova. John started his very 
successful career as a farmer, and they raised a fine, large 
family of ten children. All but one was a preacher or teacher, or 
married to one. All but one left the community when reaching 
adulthood. The one who remained was John Obee, Jr., who continued 
to farm on Obee Road. 


RUPP ROAD 


Nicholas, Christ, and Jacob Rupp came from Switzerland at an 
early date. Nicholas Rupp located on a farm on the north side of 
what is now Rupp Road. Christ Rupp had the farm that is now 
Lehman addition extending north to Swan Creek. Anthony Wayne 
School occupies the east part of the Nicholas Rupp farm. 


WECKERLY ROAD 


Martin Weckerly came to this country in 1848 from 
Switzerland. He lived in a log house at the east side of Eber and 
Obee Roads. A son, John, was born in 1850 and he began to learn 
the carpenter trade at age 20. In 1873, John and his brother, 
Jacob, purchased a steam-powered sawmill at the corner of what is 
now Weckerly and Cemetery Roads. 


John assumed control of the entire business four years later 
and added a cider mill and a grist mill for feed and meal. 


In 1880 he was elected township clerk, and six years later 
township treasurer and was appointed deputy sheriff. Besides 
operating the sawmill] business, John had a farming operation and 
was a builder. In 1907 and 1908 he built the State Dam at Grand 
Rapids. The forms were made at his lumberyard on Weckerly Road 
and hauled by horse and wagon to Grand Rapids. Two of his three 
sons, Homer and Albert, worked with the crew. Albert drove horses 
hauling the forms and material to the site. Homer worked with the 
men at the site of the construction. Stone and cement were 
brought from Waterville and Napoleon by canal boats and mixed in 
steam-powered concrete mixers. John also built bridges, but the 
dam was his biggest endeavor. Homer followed the building trade 
through his working years and Albert operated a building supply 
business in Grand Rapids before being postmaster of ‘Whitehouse 
from 1943 to 1960. 
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WINSLOW ROAD 


In 1833 Valentine Winslow purchased 136 acres which is now 
known as Springbrook Farm (SW À section 26). 


Martin and Sarah Winslow came here at a very early date from 
Buffalo, New York. They were here when Bobby Foster came in 1846. 


When Jack Foster and Hank Winslow went to the mill at Maumee, 
they started early in the morning, arriving at the mill in Maumee 
by evening. By the time they got their grist it would then take 


until midnight the next day to arrive home. 
--Orville Bucher 


——— EDO eee e À— 
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RAY HELLER POST #284 


G.A.R. 1897 
Whitehouse, Ohio 
Organized December 27, 1883 
with 22 members 


Horace Aumend - Pvt. 1st Ohio 2nd. Batt. Antietam & Virginia 

James B. Aumend - Pvt. 128 OVI Johnson's Is. 

Wm. W. Aumend - Pvt. 128 OVI Johnson's Is. 

Henry S. Barker - Co. F 3rd Ohio Cavalry Alabama Cap. Jeff Davis 

Andrew J. Barnes - Pvt. 34th Ind. Inft. 

Elias Boyer - Pvt. Co. C. 172nd Pa. Vols. Gettysburg 

William Bird - Pvt. 13th OVI, 128 OVI Johnson's Is. 

Geo. S. Black - Pvt. 60th OVI Wilderness 

Milo Black - Pvt. 60th OVI Wilderness 

John Wesley Bradley - Cpl. 128th OVI Johnson's Is. 

Roceus J. Bradley - Pvt. Co. D 128 OVI Johnson's Is. 

Joel B. Burnham - Pvt. Co. A 128 OVI Johnson's Is. 

Francis R. Burnham - Pvt. Co. G 15th OVI Kenesaw Mt., Stones River 

Esech Burnham - Pvt. Co. Å 116 IndVI Tenn. 

Wn. K. Burnett - Pvt. Co. G 128 OVI Johnson's Is 

Geo. M. Bush - Pvt. Co. E NJVI Army of Potomac 

David Bush - Pvt. Co. K 334d IndVI 

Russell M. Calkins - Pvt. Co. G. 189 OVI Nashville Geo. Thomas 

David Cherry - Pvt. Co. A 67th OVI Penn. S C Camp 

Cornelius V. Clark - Co. F OVI 6/9/62 Belle Isle 

Patrick Condon - Pvt. Co. H 68 OVI Atlanta 

Geo. M. Connor - Pvt. Co. K 21 OVI Battery H Larty W. Va. 

Joseph Combs - Pvt. Co. H 111th OVI 

Henry Cooper - Pvt. Co. L 3rd OVI Ala., Ga., Tenn. 

Andrew S. Clutter - Pvt. Co. F 100th OVI 6/6/64 Story Creek, GA. 

Jas. Cripliver - Pvt. Co. H OVI 12/26/62 B.G., Ky. 

John Cripliver - Pvt. Co. I 14th OVI Sherman to the sea 

Darwin S. Crosby - Pvt. Co. I 14th OVI Phillip, Laurel Hill, 
Carricks Ford 

Wm. Henry Dark - Pvt. 14th OVI Ga., Ky., Tenn. 

Hiram Davis - Cpl. Co. I 14th OVI Chickamauga, Atlanta to sea 

Wilson Davis - Cpl. 111th OVI 

Isaac Doran - Pvt. Co. A 67th OVI Virginia 

Jackson Doran - Pvt. Co. 18th 

Joseph Doran - 3rd RI Inf. Blissfield, Mich. 

Wm. Doran - Pvt. 5 NY 2nd Batt. Gettysburg Talts Batt. 

Christian Disher - Pvt. Co. F. 100th OVI Wounded Utoy Creek, Ga. 

Jacob Disher - Pvt. Co. A 128th OVI Johnson's Is. 

John Duck - Pvt. Co F 100th OVI Ky., Tenn., Ga. 

Eseck Dyer - Pvt. Co. K 67th OVI James River 

Josiah Earnest - Pvt. Co. K 115th OVI 

John Emery - Pvt. Co. H 130th OVI Johnson's Is. Deep Btm. 
Bermuda Hundred Va. 

Josiah Farrington - Lt. Co. 14th OVI Ky. 

Wm. Fashbaugh - Cpl. Co. H 130th OVI Johnson's Is. Deep Btm. 
Bermuda Hundred 

Thomaso Fretter - Pvt. Co. H 103rd OVI Lost arm Resoca Knoxville 

Valentine Flory - Pvt. Co. F 195th Pa. VI MD Patrol Washington, DC 

Rev. John Foster - Cpl. Co. I 14th OVI Ky., Wildcat Mill Springs 

Wm. Foster - Pvt. Co I 14th OVI O1k Ba Va. 


15 


Watson Foster - Pvt. Co. I 14th OVI Atlanta 
Geo. W. Foster - Pvt. Co. C 195th OVI Youngest to leave from 
Whitehouse 
John Foster II - Pvt. Co. C 128th OVI Johnson's Is. 
Andrew Fosler - Cpl. Co. C 195th OVI Harpers Ferry, Va. 
Christian Fosler - Pvt. Co. I 14th OVI Ga. to the sea 
Samuel Foreman - Pvt. Co. G 191st OVI X Shennandoah Valley 
Daniel A. Franklin - Pvt. Batt. Eol art. Stone River Mission Rdge. 
Martin Luther Fry - Pvt. Co. F 161st OVI W. Va. 
Wm. Gaunt - Pvt. Co I 14th OVI Ky., Tenn., Chickamauga, Andersonville 
Theodore D. Gillett - Pvt. Co. D 68th OVI Ga., Atlanta 
Gottlieb Grau - Pvt. Co. I 14th OVI W. Va. 
Stephen Hain - Pvt. 14th OVI W. Va., Atlanta 
Veesey Harris - Pvt. 14th OVI W. Va., Laurel Hill, Carricksford 
Ranatus Heller - Sgt. Co. F 100th OVI Captured 8/6/64 Utoy Creek, GA 
exchanged, died at Memphis from scalds when the Sultana blew up 
4/27/1865. (G.A.R. Post named for him) 
Oliver Perry Heller - Cpl. Co. H 68th OVI Tenn., Ga., Ala. 
Martin Luther Heller - Sgt. 68th OVI Atlanta 
Francis M. Heath - Pvt. Co. G 128th OVI Johnson's Is. 
Harman Huckman - Pvt. Co. F 48th OVI Shiloh, Corinth 
Jas. Hollins Head - Co. I 4th Mich. Inf. 2 btls. Malvern Hill 
Smith Jenkins - Co. I 14th OVI  Ky., Ga., Tenn., S.C. 
J. Porter Jones - Pvt. Co. I 18th Mich. Inf. Ky., Tenn., Ala. 
John Jenkins - Pvt. Co. I 14th OVI 35th OVI 
Amos J. Jones - Sgt. Co. I 67 OVI killed at Petersburg 10/13/64 
Royal Chas. Jones - Pvt. 128th OVI Johnson's Is. 
John M. Jones - Pvt. Co. D 128th OVI Johnson's Is. 
Joab C. Jones - Pvt. Co. C 128th OVI Johnson's Is. 
Martin L. Jordan - Pvt. Co. G 8th OVI Co. A 72nd OVI Shiloh, Corinth 
Aaron Jewel - Pvt. Co. I 22nd Iowa Inf. West 
Samuel Koeler - Pvt. Co. H 68th OVI Tenn. 
W. K. Knights - Sgt. MJR. 172nd Penn. Inf., Pvt.in Co. D 128th OVI 
Johnson's Is. 
Andrew S. Lake - Musician Co. E 25th OVI South Carolina 
J. Wilson Long - Pvt. Co. F 3rd OVI/Cav. Ala., Ga. 
Ranatus Lucas - Pvt. Co. F 100th OVI Tenn., Ga. 
Paul R. Mahler - Pvt. Co. C 128th OVI Johnson's Is. 
Albert Mayer - Pvt. K Co. 128th OVI Johnson's Is. 
Otto Mayer - Pvt. Co. D 128th OVI Johnson's Is. 
James McCabe - Capt. Co. I 14th OVI Ky. 
Robert McCabe - Pvt. Co. I 14th OVI Tenn. Ga. 
Sgt. lllith OVI W. Va. 
Ichabod Mead - Pvt. Co. C 168th OVI 
David Elijah Mohler - Pvt. Co. A 3rd OVCav. Ala., Atlanta 
Jacob C. Myers - Pvt. Co. B 128th OVI Johnson's Is. 
Benj. Mailer - Pvt. Co. A 128th OVI Johnson's Is. 
David Nelson - Pvt. Co. I 14th OVI Ky., Tenn., Chickamauga 9/19/63 
Conrad H. Noble - Sgt. Co. K 185th OVI Ky. 
John Obee - Pvt. Co. D 100th OVI  Ky., Tenn., Ga. 
Henry Obee - lst Lt. Co. G 100th OVI Ky., Tenn., Ga. 
John Phillipps - Pvt. Co. G 128th OVI Johnson's Is. 
John L. Pray - Bugler Batt. H Ohio Lt. Artly. 
Sgt. Signal Crps. Wilderness, Ptrsbrg., 
Appomatox Courthouse 
Dennison Palmer Pray - Pvt. Co. K 67th OVI Richmond 
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Paris H. Pray - Sgt. Co. I 14th OVI W. Va. 

Wm. H. Ramy - Pvt. Co. I 14th OVI W. Va. 

Francis Riefsnyder - Pvt. Co. A 128th OVI Johnson's Is. 

Benj. F. Richardson - Pvt. Co. A 128th OVI Johnson's Is. 

Julius Richter - Pvt. Co. I 14th OVI Ga., Jonesboro 9/30/64 

Rev. D. P. Rumberger - Musician Co. B 6th PVI Va. 

John Asbury Ross - Pvt. Co. B 174th OVI Tenn., Ala. 

Henry James Roush - Pvt. Co. A 72nd OVI 

John Ryan - Pvt. Co. H 68th OVI - Cpt. Co. C 195th OVI Va. 

Benjamin Salls - Musician 12th Army 

John J. Schneider - Pvt. Co. A 116th Ind. VI. Southwest 

Jackson Shepler - Pvt. Co. I 14th OVI, Co. G lllth OVI W. Va. 

Martin Shepler - Pvt. Co. B 128th OVI Johnson's Is. 

Pius L. Shepler - Pvt. Co. B 128th OVI Johnson's Is. 

Wm. Van Buren Shepler - Pvt. Co. H 25th OVI S. Carolina 

John Shields - Pvt. Co. H 68th OVI Sgt. Co. C. 195th OVI 

Fredrick Sipher - Pvt. Co. F 55th OVI Atlanta to Sea 

Samuel Spath - Co. F 100th OVI Ky., Tenn., Richmond 

Edward Reece Sly - Pvt. Co. I 140th OVI Tenn., Ga. 

Edward (Ned) Sly - Sgt. Co. I 14th OVI  Ky., Tenn., Ga. 

Robert Sly - Pvt. Co. I 14th OVI Ga. 

Jacob Spies 

Harrison Thornton - Pvt. Co. K 67th OVI James River, Petersburg, Va. 

Lewis Thornton - Pvt. 67th OVI 

Geo. W. Thornton - Pvt. Co. A 67th OVI 

Alfred Davis Turk - Sgt. Co. K 67th OVI 

Josaih Walker - Sgt. Co. B 14th OVI  Ky., Tenn. 

Alexander Walp - 2nd Lt. Co. I 14th OVI Ky. 

Wm. Walp - Pvt. Batt. 1 Ohio Lt. Art]. Tenn., Ga. 

Ralph W. Wales - Pvt. Co. G 128th OVI Johnson's Is. 

Wm. R. Wales - Pvt. Co. G 128th OVI Johnson's Is. 

Henry Weckerly - Cavalry Southwest 

Henry R. Winslow - Pvt. Co. I 14th OVI, Co. B 128th OVI W. Va., 
Johnson's Is. 

Seth Randal Winslow - Pvt. Co. K 67th OVI 

Chas. Weigle - Pvt. Co. I 14th OVI Ga., Atlanta to Sea 

Luther White - Pvt. Co. F 49th OVI Tenn., Ky., Ga., Miss. 

Geo. W. Williams - Pvt. Co. I 14th OVI - Cpl. 128th OVI W. Va. 
Served 1 year on gunboat at Roanoke 

Wm. L. Yound - Pvt. Co. A 128th OVI Johnson's Is. 


一 一 
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WHITEHOUSE PARK STATUE 


The statue was dedicated July 4, 1900, in the name of the 
Grand Army of the Republic, to "the memory of those in our navy 
who guarded our ocean, and also to those in the army who fought to 
maintain our liberty, and all who fell in defense of our flag (and 
also to the memory of all living comrades) who fought under the 
Stars and Stripes of 1861 through 1865." 


These words were spoken at the dedication by John Wesley 
Bradley, who at the time of the dedication was commander of the 
Ray Heller Post 294 G.A.R. "It has been 13 years since it was 
first started (the project)," Mr. Bradley told his listeners, "not 
quite as long as it took for Solomon to build the temple." 


"But today it stands completed as a national memorial to our 
departed comrades of the war of 1861-1865, and as you see this 
memorial structure today, read the silent image that it teaches: 
That this nation has been baptized in blood in order that you and 
I might continue to enjoy our freedom and liberty." 


Weather, time and vandals took their toll. About 1975 the 
musket was stolen, the right foot and hand were missing, and the 
bill of the soldier's cap was broken off. The body was leaning to 
the right eight inches because it was now supported by only the 
left leg. By 1979 it was very obvious that restoration could not 
be put off. Companies doing that type of work submitted bids 
higher than anticipated funding. 


Therefore, a plan for the local area people to do the resto- 
ration was devised. A metal cage to support the weakened statue 
was built around the statue by the G. L. Heller Co. The steel was 
donated by Seeger of Toledo Metal and Plastics. The Ohio Opera- 
ting Engineer Apprenticeship and Training Center furnished a 
crane. Harold Pflheer, Billy, Eddy and Don Doblinger were in 
charge of the crane. The cage, with the statue safely inside, was 
lifted off the pedestal and lowered into a truck. The truck was 
furnished by the Whitehouse Motors Inc., with Bud Bauman in 
charge. The truck hauled the statue to the Advance Products Inc., 
Maumee, Ohio, owned by Washington Irving "Mac" McGilvery. 


The statue was completely cleaned of all paint and corrosion. 
Mac McGilvery and Tom Lingeman, from the Toledo Museum of Art, 
determined that the statue was cast in a leaded-nickel metal which 
is no longer used. A compatible metal was found and Mac, his 
sons, and Bud Bauman made the missing parts by hand. The gun was 
cast in brass using a mold made by Mac. All holes but one in the 
statue were sealed. Urethane foam was injected to completely fill 
the cavity to give more strength and support. Then the last hole 
was sealed. A tough, long-lasting paint was applied on the out- 
side by Mac’s daughter. Now the statue was completely sealed in- 
side and out. It was put into the cage, loaded on a truck and 
returned to the Whitehouse Park. The Ohio Operating Engineer 
School brought their crane and returned it to the pedestal. 
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On May 14， 1983， Cherry Fest Day, the refurbished Civil War 
Soldier Monument was rededicated. John Wesley Bradley's original 
dedication speech was given by Bud Bauman. Members of the 6th 
Ohio Volunteer Cavalry in full uniform, and on horseback, fired a 
salute at the opening ceremonies. 


Appreciation goes to all of those mentioned who donated their 
time, materials and equipment, to the Whitehouse Post 384 who paid 
the expense of the restoration, and to all others who helped 
restore our statue for future generations to appreciate. 


The next time you look at this statue, try to observe the 
message the statue represents. Tom Lingeman explained it this 
way: One foot is ahead of the other, his hands are on the muzzle 
of the gun, and his eyes are gazing off to the horizon. The 
message is "I am at rest." 


~~ 
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WHITEHOUSE POST #384 HISTORY 


Whitehouse Post 384, American Legion Department of Ohio, 
first saw its "light of day" on March 20, 1920. The date on its 
first charter was under the name of Christman Post 384. This was 
in honor of Mr. Emory Christman, a fatal casualty of the First 
World War. He was the only son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred Christman 
whose home was the farm located at the junction of Finzel and 
Dutch Roads, one mile east of Whitehouse. 


Later in September of the same year the post was re-chartered 
this time under the name of Christman-Dickinson, the other of 
Whitehouse two fatalities from the first Great War. Regretfully, 
little of record is known today of this man. There once was a 
sizable Dickinson family of Whitehouse, whose members now rest in 
a family plot as proclaimed by a rather imposing monument listing 
their names in the local Whitehouse Cemetery. 


In 1949, after the end of World War II, the post underwent 
another name change. In view of the communities and to commem- 
orate the fatalities of both wars, it was decided to change the 
name of the post to that of the community, Whitehouse Post, which 
name persists to this day. This was in the view of the communi- 
ty's sustaining some seven fatal casualties and the need to com- 
memorate two wars resulting in bringing about this change. 


Unfortunately, this history of Whitehouse Post 384 was not 
begun 20 or 30 years ago, when our post's original members were 
still around and of sound mind and body. Alas, today 1981, three 
are left. One, Roy Shiverdecker, is a patient in a Masonic home 
for aged and unavailable. Another, Elza Butts, was a transfer 
from the disbanded Monclova post. And third, John L. Schmid, 
insists he lost all memory of the older days of the post. 


Our first Post Commander was Mr. Harold Holliker, brother-in- 
law of Mr. Schmid, who joined the post everlasting in October 
1979. He, too, maintained no recollection of the early years. 
None of the charter members affixed their names on the post’s 
charter. In 1923 the post's Adjutant, Mr. Gerald Thomas, suffered 
a disastrous house fire, destroying the post's first three years 
of records. 


From research on the part of this writer, the following are 
the names of the men whose status as charter members was asserted 
by themselves or their surviving widows. In addition to Mr. 
Holliker and Mr. Schmid are James V. Lybarger, Leon Romick, and 
the brothers Elmer and Melvin Bucher. Certainly there: were to 
have had to be more. The following are names of Mar 1 post 
members, who, to the writer's knowledge, lived all or at least 
most of their lives in Whitehouse and might have been charter 
members: 
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Howard Powel] Donald Golden 


Charles Fox Ford Lewis 

Charles Meister James Alderson, an "Honorary" 
Forest Proudfoot member, who served in 

Lowell Delong Britain's Army in World War I. 


Now a Naturalized U.S. citizen. 


Whitehouse Post's first two decades were a period of struggle 
to exist. The annual renewal of members increasingly became a 
problem, to say nothing of keeping enough on hand to fill the 
offices. Money for dues, to say nothing of other incidental ex- 
penses, was hard to come by, especially during the thirties, and 
their infamous depression years. Meetings had to be held in the 
members’ homes. Items of post property were stored in those same 
homes, according to the scanty records, of those times still in 
existence. Meeting attendances were so often insufficient for a 
quorum. One disillusioned Adjutant's entry at such a meeting was 
in addition to the time and place, the Town Hall, during the year 
1937: "Where in H is all the membership?" In 1933, the post 
rented the unused second floor of the old Town Hall and renovated 
same for use as the post’s clubrooms. This writer helped his 
father, Earl Bradford, whom the post hired to plaster the walls 
and ceiling. Ironically, eight years later, the summer of 1941, 
the old building was torn down to make way for a new City Hall, 
which itself, underwent extensive renovation in 1977. 


The year 1941 proved later to be a critically vital one to 
the Whitehouse Post. It saw the entry of the United States into 
the second World War. Its conclusion saw the return of over a 
hundred young men, whose enrollments into the post gave it such a 
robust "shot in the arm." Where the membership barely reached two 
dozen in the past, it soon surpassed a hundred. Seven of the 
Whitehouse lads did not return. These were: 


Harry Cor] Forrest Dickes 
Dale Lewis William Gill 
William Green H. Wesley Lybarger 


Stuart Dickes 


In memory of these men and the two from World War I and to be 
more representative of all Whitehouse war servicemen, it was voted 
in 1946 to change the post's name from Christman-Dickinson to 
Whitehouse Post, as it is still named to date (1981). 


With the phenomenal growth in post membership, post activity 
rose to new heights. The chronic need of a proper meeting place 
was obvious. During the first two post-war years, meetings were 
held in the City Hall council chambers, once or twice out-of- 
doors, in the Village Park, and later in the old Music Hall above 
Townsends Super Store, where the Miller Market now stands at the 
intersection of Providence and Waterville Streets. 


To raise funds to finance the new post home, which was 
erected in 1948, the post sponsored the annual Whitehouse  Home- 
coming during the month of July and continued same through the 
year 1963, the year prior to the town's Centennial in 1964, in 
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which, of course, the post took a prominent part. By this time, 
the Homecomings had ceased to be a money-making affair and were 
discontinued. 


The post's new home proved to be a delight and an object of 
pride to its members and a main attraction to more and more new 
Legionnaires. A number of district conferences and almost all 
annual county council meetings occurred within its walls. Each 
year nine monthly Saturday night dances, the first of each month, 
were held, open to the public. The post also hosted other open- 
to-the-public fund-raising events, such as dinners, policemen’s 
balls, firemen's dances, and beneficial affairs such as Red Cross 
blood mobile collections for blood, Halloween and Christmas par- 
ties for the community children, wedding receptions and anniversa- 
ries, reunions, and so on. 


The advent of the Korean War, 1950-52, again swelled our mem- 
bership. By 1955 our post reached a then all-time high of 155 
paid members. These men proved especially active and reliable 
members. Among them, several served as Post Commanders: 


Leroy Ryerson Alvin Thompson 
Ronald Winslow George Lemerise 


Still others have served most loyally in other post's offices and 
still are active. Already sad to say two of the aforementioned 
men have joined the post everlasting: Ronald Winslow and Alvin 
Thompson. 


During these years Whitehouse Post has been blessed with 
steady growth, not only in numbers of members, but in activity and 
community involvement. Our post has for years sponsored the 
annual Memorial Day services, took part in the Fourth of July ob- 
servances, sponsored in connection with the Whitehouse Volunteer 
Firemen two Whitehouse young men to Buckeye Boys’ State, provided 
classroom flags and large outdoor flags for the Anthony Wayne High 
School, sponsored bowling teams, contributed sums for support of 
Little League ball teams and other community recreational pro- 
grams, and to American Legion baseball in conjunction with Maumee 
American Legion Post 320 - all these and more on a post level. 


Many of our individual Legionnaires serve or have served the 
community as individuals. Dick Lehman, once town mayor, has since 
served several years as the town's service director. Willis 
Bucher, now a city councilman, served previously on the town's 
board of control and as a member of the community improvement 
council. Jay C. Dennis, a local realtor, is also a councilman, 
after serving many years as a member of the Anthony Wayne board of 
education. For a number of years Donald E. Smith served as a 
patrolman on the Whitehouse police force. Several of our men 
served and/or still serve on the Whitehouse Volunteer Fire 
Company. Among these are: 
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Charles Witte, President l John Kos 
Robert Rupp (recently elected Chief) Edward Megyesi 


Clifford Brown Charles Fox 

William Bradford Paul Jones 

Raymond Sawicki Robert Lewis 

Dick Lehman Charles Rice (also 
Leo Lehman employee of town) 


Robert Green 


Still others are active in other community endeavors, such as 
pillars of their churches, members of other organizations, civic 
efforts, etc. Whitehouse Legionnaires are upholding their commit- 
ments to their God, country and local community. 


l The advent of the sixties saw the nation’s unfortunate expe- 
rience of the war in Southeast Asia and the bewildering rash of 
civil disturbances here on the home front. Our Vietnam vet 
members met with these experiences on a much more vivid and 
shaking result by most of them being there to see it first hand, 
only to come home to, at best, a frustratingly unenthusiastic re- 
ception. Unfortunately, this occurred to some extent right in 
this post. Too much undo concern on the part of us War II men re- 
sisted the rightful desires of the Vietnam men to take part in the 
administration of post affairs. One of our older World War II men 
told this writer that these young men "did not have it up here," 
MEME his head. As a sad result, many of these fine young 
men have lost interest. I can, and have, only counsel these men 
to be patient. Time will soon eke out its effect and our recalci- 
trant older men will be eased out of their influential positions 
and then they, the younger and abler lads, can assert themselves 
without hindrance. I am glad to see that they are beginning to 
heed this advice. Some of them have held office in the post. Two 
have served as Sec. Vice Commander, two others as Adjutant, 
another has served, and still is, as the man in charge of our 
hall's rentals, an exacting and not always rewarding task. 


These men's dedication encourages me to take hope and confi- 
dence in the future of Whitehouse Post 384, American Legion. 


1981 TO 1989 COMMANDERS 
TRANSITION OF PERSON OF MORE RECENT CONFLICTS 
ALL OF THESE WENT THROUGH THE CHAIRS TO COMMANDER 


1981 Richard Rice Korea 
1982 Tom Hahn Vietnam 
1983 Jim Rhoades Korea 
1984 Ralph Williams Vietnam 
1985 Fred Lintner Vietnam 
1986 Gary Hartbarger Vietnam 
1987 Ron Lendecker Korea 
1989 Dean Hill Vietnam 


Fred Lintner was Adjutant 1987 to 1989 Vietnam 
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COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN IN THE "1980s" 


Tom Hahn Several years as Scholarship and Vietnam 
House Com. Heads 

Ralph Williams Three years as Americanism Head Vietnam 

Denny Meir Children and Youth, 1988 to 1989 

Harve Albright Scholarship, 1988 to 1989 Korea 

Richard Rice Children and Youth Chair for several Korea 
years 


Ralph Williams went through the chairs in the county and was 
County Commander 1987 to 1988. 


Richard Rice in 1988 started through chairs in the county and is 
currently 2nd Vice Commander. 


The program to find persons in high school to take part in the 
Legion oratorical program for scholarships is chaired by Ted Lewis 
and aided by Roy Williamson and Mark Knerr to further the Leion 
interest in the community. 


The history of the Whitehouse Legion was completed by: 


--William A. Bradford Sr. 
Isadora L. Bradford (present Historian) 
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WHITEHOUSE FIRE DEPARTMENT HISTORY 


May 25, 1896, was the first meeting of the Whitehouse Fire 
Company with William K. Jones presiding. Mr. Jones was elected 
chief at this time. He remained chief until March 8, 1912. He 
was elected to council and resigned as chief. Mayor E. R. Sly at 
this time appointed Willard Doren as fire chief. Chief Doren held 
this position through July 10, 1913. The next meeting was held 
May 14, 1914, with assistant chief F. B. Jones calling the meeting 
to. order. From this date on, nothing is mentioned about the 
former chief Doren. Assistant chief Jones chaired the meeting 
until June 3, 1915, which was the last meeting on record until 
February 7, 1917. It is not quite clear if assistant F. B. Jones 
was ever the chief. 


On February 7, 1917, H. L. Ammon called a meeting to re- 
organize the fire company, and he became chief. He retained this 
position through May 24, 1917. At this time the company became 
very inactive. 


January 10, 1920, a citizens meeting was held and W. K. Jones 
was made chief. The department became very active and remained 
so. The following men have held the position of chief to date: 


W. K. Jones . . . . . . . 1920 to 1935 
Homer Allion ...... 1935 to 1946 
Leo Lehman ....... 1946 to 1949 
Robert Green ...... 1949 to 1957 
Richard Lehman ..... 1957 to 1960 
Robert Green ...... 1960 to 1962 
Kenneth Wittes, Sr. . . . 1962 to 1981 
Robert Rupp . . . . . . . 1981 to 


TWO TYPICAL MEETINGS 
(word for word) 


u io May 28th, 1896 

Whitehouse fire department called to order by chief Jones. 
Roll call. Nineteen answering call. Chief Jones ordered all 
officers to take their position at engine as in case of a fire. 
Practice with engine from 7:20 until 8:20 p.m. Made four runs and 
set 5 times, used 60 gal. chemical and about 10 bri water from 
town well on south side. Engine put in house and boys all in 
their positions in hall in 8 mins. 


io Sept. h 7 

Whitehouse fire department called to order by chief Jones. 
Members present, Jones, L. Foster, C. Lehman, Jacob Lehman, C. 
Russell, W. B. Willford, Noble Munea, George Lehman, Jay Jones, 
John Fox, John Mallendick, Sam Epler. Moved by Willford and © 
second by C. Lehman that the secretary order the $65.00 hose cart 
at once. Carried. Moved by Munea and second by Jacob Lehman that 
we pay $3.75 and express charges for a speaking trumpet. Carried. 
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Application of William Lehman to become a member of fire 
department. Moved by Munea second by J. Lehman that Will Lehman 
become a member of the fire department. Carried. 


Moved by C. Lehman second by L. Noble that we adjourn until 
next regular meeting, September 30, 1897. Carried. 


E. T. Munea 
Secretary 


December 2. 1897 Inventory of Fire Department 

Fire engine. 500 feet of hose, 20 feet suction hose. 4 
lanterns, hose cart, dress parade caps 6 blue and 21 gray. 4 pair 
rubber boots, 4 rubber coats, 12 Sow Western hats, 2 crow bars, 2 
axes. 1 rubber pail, 4 wood pails, 1 lemon smasher, 1 trumpet, 1 
bushel basket, 2 nozzles, 2 schammi, 2 wrenches and 1 monkey 
wrench. 1 oil can, 1 neck yoke and Double trees. 3 dippers, 1 
bolt of bunting. 


In February, 1926, the first motorized fire truck came to the 
village. The Reo chassis was purchased from Lehman and Sullivan 
of Whitehouse, and the Howe Fire Apparatus Company of Indiana in- 
stalled a 15-year-old vertical three-piston pump at a total cost 
of $5,000. This fire truck is the only origina] piece of equip- 
ment left in the Anthony Wayne area. 


The department purchased their second piece of equipment 
which was delivered July 17, 1941. The pumper was a 1941 Buffalo. 


In 1941 an addition to the Town Hall was built for the 
purpose of a new and larger fire hall. 


On January 6, 1944, the department voted to buy a used Dodge 
1000-gallon tank truck for the purpose of carrying water to the 
country fires. The firemen made all modifications to their equip- 
ment themselves, to be able to stretch the dollar for there were 
not too many dollars available. The fire department existed 
mainly on donations, money from the village and the efforts from 
the firemen. There has never been a tax levy to support the fire 
department at this point. 


On April 5, 1945, the department bought a used Dodge panel 
truck to be used as a rescue truck. At this point the department 
now consists of 4 vehicles: 1926 Reo, 1941 Buffalo, Dodge 1000- 
gallon tank truck, and the Dodge panel rescue truck. 


From this time on the fire department seemed to draw more 
interest from the community and the department was on its way to 
getting more and better training for its members. 


The department added more equipment regularly and retired the 
old. Eventually this created a problem of housing the equipment 
and gear for the men. In order to hold a meeting, the trucks had 
to be removed from the hall to find room to put the chairs up. 
The firemen sree council about finding a place to build a 
new fire hall. The council suggested the department come back 
with some locations and plans. After about one year of planning 
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and looking for a location, the department was able to get a 
parcel of land which was donated by the American Can Co. This is 
the site of the present fire station located on State Route #64 in 
Whitehouse. The firemen worked up their basic plans for the sta- 
tion. The council accepted the whole idea and on May 22, 1977, 
the building was officially dedicated with all of the fanfare. In 
1982, an addition was added for the permanent quarters of REMSNO 
Squad 9 paramedics. This is one of nine units spread through 
Lucas County and is paid from Lucas County tax monies. 


At the present time the department has 3 pumpers, 1 tank 
truck, 1 brush buggy and 1 rescue truck. The 38 firemen have ex- 
cellent gear to wear. The department is striving for new and 
better equipment continually. The firemen are strictly volunteer. 
Only the chief and 2 assistant chiefs receive a small pay. The 
firemen receive not one cent, but in return are getting better 
equipment and good schooling that makes for a good department. 
The firemen own 3 large tents that they rent during the year for 
money for their own personal activities. 


Due to the desire of being on the Whitehouse Fire Department, 
there is normally a waiting list of new applicants. The turnover 
of men is on an average of about 3 per year. 


by Cliff Brown, Historian 
December 1989 
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WHITEHOUSE SCENE OF DESOLATION 


FLAMES STARTED IN CANFIELD'S HARDWARE STORE 
Reprinted from 1945 - March 2 WHITEHOUSE STANDARD 


This article was taken word for word from the report pub- 
lished in the Toledo News Bee 43 years ago. 


It. is interesting to note the difference in the reporting of 
that time as compared to newspaper writing of today. 


Mrs. Mary Holliker, who found this article as she was looking 
through an old school book belonging to her son, gave it to us to 
publish. 


Among the interesting facts which she told us were that the 
fire originated on Lucas Street instead of on Waterville Street. 


During the excitement of the fire, Mrs. Holliker noticed a 
man who threw a mirror out of the window, then carried the bedding 
out the door. Another man carried out the bedding and threw 
canned fruit out of the window. 


Fire equipment from Toledo was sent out on a flat car on the 
Wabash Railroad. 


The circumstance of handling fire in close proximity to 
gasoline was responsible yesterday for one of the most disastrous 
fires in the annals of Northern Ohio; and today the principal 
section of the village of Whitehouse is a smouldering ruin, with 
only a few charred timbers to show what had but a few hours before 
been a thriving community. 


Fifteen dwellings and business houses and fourteen barns were 
destroyed, and three dwellings were partially consumed by the 
flames, while innumerable out-buildings and shanties were swept 
from the face of the earth as though by magic. Forty-three people 
were left homeless and practically destitute, as all their house- 
hold effects went up in the conflagration, and only a chair here 
and a table there was left of the future. 


The loss is estimated at $33,000. The insurance amounts to 
about $15,000. ; 


Following is a list of the burned buildings with the esti- 
mated loss and insurance, as near as could be determined in the 
chaotic condition of things and the incidental excitement this 
morning: 
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On - the south side of Waterville street: D. W. Canfield & 
Son, hardware and agricultural implement depot, loss on building 
and stock, $7,000; insurance $4,500.  H. W. Billings, grocery, 
same building. John Ryan, dwelling and barn, $1,500; insurance, 
$800, store and barn, $5,000; partially insured. George Demuth, 
dwelling, $2,000; partially insured. H. Schmidt, dwelling, furni- 
ture insured. Mrs. L. Bennett, house and barn, $2,000; no insur- 
ance. Mrs. George Connor, house, $50. Peter Studer, dwelling and 
barn, $800; partially insured. Y. Rakestraw, house and barn, 
$1,500; partially insured. Frank Roach, house and barn, $600; 
fully insured. Mrs. N. Rupp, house, $200; insured. 


On north side of Waterville street: C. M. King, house and 
livery stable, $4,000; no insurance. Fred Sipher, house and barn, 
$1,200; insurance, $900. William Patton, dwelling and barn 
$1,000; insurance, $800. J. C. Myers, house, $1,200; insurance 
$800. M. Goodman, damaged $2,000; insurance, $3,000; barn burned. 


On south side of Lucas street: H. C. Canfield, dwelling, 
damaged $1,000; covered by insurance. R. C. Werner, barn, $200. 
Christie Disher, barn, $200; insured. J. E. Pray, house, $600; 
insurance $500. C. W. Ryan, house and outbuildings, $500; fully 
insured. 


The following is a list of those left homeless: C. M. King, 
wife and two children; Fred Sipher, wife and child; William 
Patton, wife and daughter; J. C. Myers and wife; Frank Roach, wife 
and four children; Y. Rakestraw, wife and child; Peter Studer and 
wife; Mrs. L. Bennett and son; Geo. Demuth, wife and child; R. M. 
Smith, wife and child; Henry Schmidt, wife and two children; John 
Ryan, wife, son and daughter-in-law; C. L. Ribbel, wife and child; 
Mrs. Geo. Connor. 


The scene in the village this morning beggars description. A 
long line of charred and smoking ruins stretches along the main 
thoroughfare on both sides, from Lucas street clear to the rail- 
road tracks, with only crumbling foundations to show where build- 
ings had once stood. Devastation and desolation mark everything 
in the immediate vicinity of the fire-swept center, for those 
buildings that were not touched by the flames are begrinned with 
dust and water and present a sorry appearance. 


The homeless were not without homes long, for the citizens 
rallied after the heart-rending experience and offered food and 
shelter to their unfortunate townsmen. The timely arrival of an 
engine and hose wagon from this city, with a squad of willing 
workers, probably saved that part of the village which was not de- 
stroyed. The herculean efforts of the Toledo firemen, added to 
the splendid work of the Whitehouse fire-fighters, got the blaze 
under subjection after three hours of hard work. 
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The conflagration originated in the big hardware and imple- 
ment house of D. W. Canfield and Son, one of the leading business 
houses of the place. Shortly before 3 o'clock the senior member 
of the firm, the aged Mr. Canfield, had occasion to go to the oil 
room in the rear of the main store to draw some creosote paint for 
a customer. The room annex is closed and no light penetrates any- 
where. As the fluid ran slowly Mr. Canfield procured a wax taper 
to determine the cause. He was warned by one of the clerks that 
it was a dangerous experiment, but, paying no heed to the advice, 
lit the taper and returned to the room. 


A large can of gasoline stood next to the paint barrel, and 
as Mr. Canfield drew the lighted taper close to the receptacle a 
sudden burst of flame shot out and a loud explosion followed. 
Fortunately the proprietor was unhurt, but in a moment the entire 
room was a mass of fire. Rushing to the outer part of the store, 
Mr. Canfield gave an alarm, and soon the one-handed engine and a 
horse-power pump, the only apparatus the town boasts were on the 
way to the scene. The oily room proved just the fuel needed to 
give the fire headway and inside of five minutes the entire build- 
ing was ablaze. 


A brisk southwest wind was blowing and before the firemen had 
time to get in their work a perfect hail of sparks fell on the 
house and livery stable owned by C. M. King across the street, and 
that building soon was in the grasp of the flames. With this 
start the wind, which had increased by the blaze, which shot many 
feet into the air, swept the fire straight down the street and not 
a dwelling, barn or outhouse from this place to the railroad 
tracks, over 700 feet distant, was saved. A small pond in a stone 
quarry about 300 yards from the scene of the fire with wells, 
cisterns and a pump in the immediate vicinity, and a railroad 
water tank furnished the water supply, and in this one particular 
the fire-fighters were not hampered. 


一 一 一 
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LIFE ON THE FARM 50 YEARS AGO (1926) 


by Carrie Krohn 
9/9/76 


In 1926 most farms were fenced. The area around the house 
was mowed with a push reel-type mower cutting 16 to 18 inches in 
width. The rest of the farm yard was probably pastured or mowed 
with horses and a field mower. Poultry, calves or sheep consumed 
the ground cover in the orchard which supplied the farm family 
with different kinds of fruit, cider and vinegar. Remember Hahn's 
Cider and Sawmill on Waterville-Monclova Road? Fruit and vege- 
tables were stored in cellars or pits outside. i 


Poultry, dairy and meat products were all produced on the 
farm along with fruit and vegetables. Many farmers exchanged 
wheat for a year's supply of flour at Vocke's Mill in Napoleon, 
Ohio. Homemade bread and all baked goods usually were made at 
home with a wood and coal range or a kerosene range supplying the 
heat. Hand corn shellers with a crank were common to shell corn 
for poultry, and the cobs were used to kindle the fire in range 
or wood-burning heaters. Some homes were heated with wood-burning 
heaters. Others were heated with wood- or coal-burning furnaces 
which sat in the cellar with a large square register placed above 
to heat the main floor of the house. Other homes had hard coal 
burners. 


Pitcher pumps beside a large sink in the kitchen supplied 
cistern (soft water). Drinking and cooking water was carried in 
from an outside artesian well in a bucket. The bucket needed to 
sit in a large cake or pie pan as the outside would be dripping 
wet with cold sweat in the summertime. 


For refrigeration there were ice boxes, and some farmers cut 
ice from ponds and creeks and stored it in a small building insu- 
lated with sawdust. There were cool upground cellars made with 
double walls of brick or stone. Or some folks buried a large 
stone jar or wooden box on the shady side of the house which they 
stored food and put a large wooden cover on top. In winter there 
was always a room or more like an ice box inside the house. 


There were many windmills, along with pump jacks powered by 
gas engines to pump water for livestock besides the pump with a 
handle. Remember when the handle used to catch your apron pocket 
and tear it? 


Kerosene lamps 
Many farm homes had no electricity 50 years ago. Kerosene 
lamps and lanterns were used. Some folks had washing machines 


powered by gasoline engines. Buzz saws to cut the fuel supply 
were run by gasoline engines. 
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GROWING UP IN WHITEHOUSE 50 YEARS AGO (1926) 


by Mrs. Clarence Sprink 
(Dora Jean) 1976 


Fifty years ago in Whitehouse, life was very quiet, with only 
a few cars seen each day. 


In the winter we would slide down the railroad "Hill," in the 
middle of the road, and perhaps play all afternoon with only a 
couple cars going by. 


From the time I could stand up on roller skates, that was my 
mode of transportation. They were worn to school and back. We 
did not have a cafeteria, so everyone went home at noon, except 
those who rode the buses. So skating was a fast way to come and 
go. 


The first 4 years of my schooling was spent in what is now 
the A. W. Administration Building. The desks were equipped with 
ink wells and many of the girls that had pigtails went home with 
inky-tipped hair. There were two large chestnut trees in the 
front yard of the school, and at recess time, when frost had 
caused the chestnuts to fall, we would race out to find as many as 
we could. Nothing tasted quite as good as those chestnuts. 


The corner drug store that is now the Whitehouse Market was 
owned by Carlie and John Pray. There you could get the best home- 
made rock candy, large hunks of Hershey chocolate and jawbreakers 
that were really jawbreakers. A special treat after the show as 
to go and have ice cream and sit at the table in the drug store. 
This only happened on special occasions. 


Two of the first shows at the Empress Theater were the "Ten 
Commandments" and "Ben Hur" and to a 9-year-old were very  impres- 
sive. Also, before the talking movies, Mr. Burton Bender played 
the piano for all the sound effects. 


I believe I am about the only resident of my age, in 
Whitehouse, that is still living in the same house I was born in. 
Living across from the park had many advantages, especially in the 
‘summer. One of the things we looked forward to were the "Medicine 
men" in their fancy wagons and the free shows they put on. The 
one-ring circus usually set up their tent on the "commons" which 
is now the ball park. 


Beside the railroad were cattle pens and many times when the 
cattle were driven through town, some would run loose through the 
park, sending us in a hurry toward home. 


One event that is still very interesting to all was the hot 
air balloon ascension, staged on the commons. But best of all was 
the Chautauqua programs that were like vaudeville and held in a 
large tent behind the railroad depot, and usually stayed in town 
for a couple of weeks, holding programs in the afternoon and even- 
ing. During the winter all school programs, traveling shows and 
dances were held in the Music Hall over the drug store. 
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Church played a big part of our lives, and I attended the 
Methodist Protestant Church which was on the north side of the 
railroad. It was torn down many years ago and was where the car 
wash building is, only closer to Providence Street. I have so 
many memories of that church, but one I never will forget is one 
Sunday night the KKK burned a cross in front of the church, and 
then they all marched in and attended the service. I can still 
fee] the fright I felt as a small child from that experience. One 
of the most happy memories is the time 44 years ago I met my hus- 
band at one of our church socials. å 


My father, John C. Studer, owned the only hardware in town. 
He could speak some German with some of his customers that could 
speak very little English, and there were several deaf and dumb 
persons that he could converse with in sign language. 


I used to go with him when he would deliver merchandise to 
customers and at the age of 11 he taught me how to drive a car. 
Of course there were no laws that said I couldn't drive at that 
age. Looking back I marvel that my mother had nerve enough to 
ride with me, but she did. 


Times were very hard, but to a child they were happy days, 
and I know had my father lived he would have been astounded at the 
many changes in our town and world. To him a radio was a great 
source of entertainment. He never saw television, never took a 
plane ride, never ate a dips. and so many other things we now 
take for granted. He worked hard and enjoyed the simpler things 
of life, yet he and my mother were like any parents today, wanting 
a better life for their children. 
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A TOUR OF WHITEHOUSE IN 1928 


by Wad Phillips 9/9/76 


My friends: This morning how would you like to take a lei- 
surely stroll around Whitehouse in the year 1928, nearly a half 
century ago? Okay? 


We'll start from the school from which I was graduated this 
year. The building houses the seventh and eighth grades and the 
high school. . Carl McCabe is the principal. Thurlow Thomas is one 
of the teachers in junior high. There are others, naturally, but 
they are in a hazy background. This building at 6919 Providence 
Street will later house the Toledo Rubber Products Co. 


Let/s move downtown. On the corner is William Proudfoot's 
Paragon gas station. Look closely and you will see him pumping 
gasoline by hand into the glass cylinder which measures the amount 
put into the auto tank. In later years Ober Harmon will take over 
this station and still later will build another one block west. 


Across the street, on the same side, is the Whitehouse Inn. 
I think it is operated by Flick Ritenour who rents rooms on the 
second floor and maintains a restaurant below. Later it will be 
taken over by "Ma" Foor and her daughter Gladys. 


Next to the Inn will soon be a building occupied by Frederick 
Sipher who will sell Ford cars. At a still later date it will be 
known as the Whitehouse Motor Sales, owned by the Bauman Bros. 


Notice the people standing outside and crowded inside the 
next building. They are waiting for the morning mail to be sorted 
by Pete and Bess Mallendick. Later postmasters will be Don 
Studer, Mrs. Maude Studer, and Kenneth Haynes. We mustn't forget 
Walter Neeper who is the rural mail carrier and who hates hunters 
as much as he loves poetry. Bob Shadle will succeed Neeper. 
(Albert Weckerly also served as Postmaster for a number of years.) 


Strolling farther we see the Bucher Seed Co. owned by Herbert 
Bucher and much later purchased by Glen Rupp. 


Harve Canfield can be seen standing outside the Chevrolet 
sales room talking to Hank Sipher. 


The next building everyone knows. It’s the Pythian Castle. 


That big building close to the Wabash tracks is the White- 
house Grain and Supply Co. managed by Delvan Holliker. Further 
down the tracks, if you look closely, you will see the stock pens 
and a loading platform. 


Step lively now and you'll see the Mae Weckerly Grocery store 
before it is torn down and replaced by Vic Disher, who will own 
and operate the Disher Electric. 
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Someplace in this area there is a tavern. It will later be 
operated by Gert and Speed Potter. There is also a small bowling 
alley which will operate close to here. We mustn't forget the 
ees office where teeth are filled with a foot-operated 

rill. 


As we stroll down the block, I must be forgiven for a hazy 
memory. I do know that in the near future there will be a pool- 
room, Merle Batdorf's restaurant and Bill Gill's barber shop lo- 
cated here. If you hurry you can see a real blacksmith shop that 
is operated by Mr. Lewis before it goes out of business due to 
progress and the automobile. 


On the corner is the old town pump which will serve citizens 
until the municipal waterworks is completed in the next year or 
so. Later a gas station will be built here, operated by Carl 
Yawberg and later by Les Winslow and others. 


Across the street is the old wooden two-story town hall. 
Council meetings are held here. Inside is the jail which houses 
very few prisoners, mostly transients and bums who voluntarily 
stay the night. I think Jake Lehman is the Marshal and he will be 
succeeded by Al Riggs, Paul Reibble and others. The upstairs is 
used by veterans of World War I. Every January a sauerkraut 
supper is served here. Bill Jones, a veterinarian, is the fire 
chief of the fire house also located here. He will be succeeded 
later by Homer Allion and others. 


Next door is the small building that houses the A. J. Bradley 
real estate office with his son George. 


The grocery store adjacent is owned by Macombers, still later 
by Mr. Jack Lash of Swanton. Roy Barnes and Sid Lawrence are, I 
believe, the last to own the store. 


Farther down the block, in his residence, is the Otto Gothke 
Shoe Repair Service. 


Let’s cross the street and start back downtown from the old 
Community House. 


Dr. Woodward’s office is the first building. He is to be 
succeeded by Dr. Babcock. In 1976 the building will be owned and 
occupied by Lyle Phillips. 


Across a small lot stands the two-story wooden building occu- 
pied by Lehman and Sullivan (Grover and Argo). They do trucking 
and are in the ice business. Later the partnership will split and 
Grover will take over the Chevrolet and Pontiac sales room and 
garage to be known as Lehman Motor Sales. Argo will take over the 
trucking and ice business, later expanding it to farm implements. 


On the second floor is the telephone office managed by Nettie 
Phillips. Assisting her are Charlotte Allion, Maggie Canfield, 
Helen Christman and Cecile Weckerly. There is also a lodge hall 
on the other half of the second floor, and from what I hear many 
lively poker games have been played there. The building will be 
destroyed by fire in 1943 and Grover’s son, Wentz, will rebuild 
and resume the business. 
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Crossing the street is Stutler's Garage, and working there 
are Frances and her father and later Charlie Stutler. Even later 
the building will house the Sullivan Implement Co. 


Next door is Allion's grocery store owned by Homer Allion 
which will be torn down in the late '60s or early '70s. 


We next come to a frame building housing Schmid’s Furniture 
Store, owned by Henry Schmid. It will be torn down and a modern 
structure erected by Lawrence, a son, to house a funeral home and 
furniture store. 


We must not forget to see the Wabash Railroad station. 
Clayton Askey is the station agent. Three passenger trains pass 
through here daily. In the evening after dark it is necessary to 
light a fire to a newspaper and wave it when the train is about a 
half mile away. The engineer will answer with two short toots to 
indicate he has seen the blazing paper and will stop to pick up 
passengers. 


Across the tracks heading toward the bank is the Hank Sipher 
residence, one of the largest in town. 


John Mallendick operates a meat market next door. He cuts 
meat to order for customers. 


Next building is the Studer Hardware, operated by John, later 
to be sold to Dave Tilton and son. They will move the business 
near the little quarry. 


Now we come to the Empress Theater owned by Frederick Sipher. 
Recently the picture "Ben Hur" played there. Later the theater 
will be taken over by Milo Dehaven and renamed Town Theater. 


Fred Holliker's grocery is next. He has been in business for 
a long time and has many customers. 


The poolroom operated by Dean Proudfoot, later by Mesnard, 
occupies the next building. 


On the corner is Pray’s Drug Store, operated by John and 
Carla. Later Courtney Townsend will purchase the building and 
expand it to take over the space occupied by the poolroom. On the 
second floor is the Music Hall, the social center of the village. 
Here dances and plays are held. 


It was also in this hall the graduation ceremonies were held 
for my class of 1928. | Also being graduated that year were Robert 
Ammon, Lloyd Hennings, Thelma Bucher, Helen Bradley, Alice Long- 
necker, Lois Askey, Earl Long, Laura Pifer, Floyd and Pearl Studer 
and Leona Mesnard. | 


Across the street is the Whitehouse State Savings Bank. 
Harold Holliker is the cashier, to be followed by Orra Keith, 
Walter Watkins and others. 


Two blocks west of the bank we will see the Dehner tailor 
shop, and as we continue to the curve in the road we can find the 
Bucher and Studer Lumber Yard, later to be taken over by John 
Bucher. 
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Let's go back to the Page Dairy loop. Okay? Hope you don't 
mind the extra walk. First there is the Page Dairy plant managed 
by Vitalis Bradley, then Aaron Koenigseker's plumbing shop and Roy 
Barnes garage, later to be taken over by Lee Obee. 


Going out Route 64, if you look to your left, you will see 
Ryerson's blacksmith shop. 


Last, but not least, we must see the France Stone Quarry east 
of town just off Route 64. The pit will later fill with water to 
provide recreation for the community. 


As we return to the school from which we started, you are 
asked to look back and enjoy the trees on both sides of Providence 
Street. These will be cut down later when the street is widened. 


Friends, here we are back at the school. Hope you enjoyed 
the tour. I have probably missed a few places, for which I am 
sorry. I no doubt blinked memory's eye as we passed. Thank you 
for coming. Pay the cashier on your way out. 


一 pr 一 一 一 
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FORMER THEATER IN TATTERS, BUT ITS PAST GLOWS 


by Donna Cottier (Blade) 
1976 


There was a time when the old Majestic theater in Whitehouse 
was magic. 


The glow from the marquee brightened the night. Colorful 
posters of coming attractions decorated the lobby. Light from 
orange lamps on the wall softened the wooden seats, and center 
stage was the silver screen. 


Now, declared a public nuisance by the Lucas County board of 
health, the theater is a sad sight. The sign is faded, the 
inng wall curtains hang in tatters, and debris litters the 

oor. 


But for many Whitehouse residents whose growing-up years were 
touched by its entertainment, the memories still are alive. 


Idea! Life for Movie Fan 


Fritzie Schifferly, of Whitehouse, had the ideal life for a 
movie-going child. Her grandfather, the late Henry Sipher, built 
the theater, and it opened in 1926, the year she was born. Her 
father, the late Fred Sipher, managed all aspects of the operation 
until the late 1930s. 


Empress was the theater's name in the beginning, and Mrs. 
Schifferly recalls that its operation was a family affair. Her 
sister, now Mrs. Robert Meyers, of Napoleon, sold tickets. Her 
father was the projectionist, and, when needed, everyone dug in to 
help her mother clean the theater of popcorn, candy, and paper. 


"We were never sure the sound was loud enough downstairs," 
Mrs. Schifferly recalled, "so dad had a buzzer system installed. 
I would go down, and if things were too quiet, I'd hit the buzzer 
and he'd turn up the sound." 


Once a year the family went to Cleveland to line up films, an 
event Mrs. Schifferly looked forward to with great excitement. 
Her father went from one distributor to another, choosing the 
movies he felt Whitehouse would enjoy. 


In the beginning the pictures were silent. The late Floyd 
Merrell was hired as the projectionist, and Burton Bender and Mary 
Koenigseker were pianists. 


Mrs. Koenigseker remembers playing five nights a week for 
films with such stars as Vilma Bankey, Norma and Constance 
Talmadge, and Claudette Colbert. "There was a touch of glamour in 
my job, although it only paid $2.50 a night. I felt a great rap- 
port with Hollywood - it sort of served as an introduction to 
life." 


Mr. Bender recalls the times the film broke and the pianist 
had to rush back to the keys to try to quiet the crowd. “Lots of 
foot stamping and whistling then." 


Depression days brought "bank night" to the Empress. 


"My folks held drawings for sets of dishes, glasses, even 
small amounts of money," Mrs. Schifferly said. "In those hard 
times you had to have something special to push the business. 
Most people couldn't afford the tickets." Then, adults paid 35 
cents; children 25 cents. 


At one time there was live entertainment in the Empress - 
vaudeville, if you will. Stars were the dancing students of Mrs. 
RE Runyon, who held her recitals between the first and second 
S OWS . 


Mr. Bender played the piano and the audience could enjoy such 
sights as Jerry Kiger, now principal of Gateway Middle School in 
Maumee, tap dancing. 


Name Changed in Late 1930s 


In the late 1930s Milo Dehaven came to Whitehouse to manage 
the theater, and the name was changed to the Majestic. Mr. 
Dehaven and his wife were a team and carried on in the Sipher tra- 
dition. 


When the war years came, so did a new projectionist, Virgil 
Mayer, who still lives in Whitehouse and thinks today's movies are 
"disappointing." 


Mr. Mayer learned the projectionist's art from Mr. Merrell, 
and remembers that the first time he operated the projector alone 
the film broke. The show was "Guadalcanal Diary," and the film 
snapped just as a marine's boot hit the first rung of rope ladder. 


Mr. Mayer recalls the exacting work of synchronizing the film 
and the sound. "You had to be right on the button." He and Mr. 
Merrell worked together on the five-day-a-week schedule, with 
shows changing twice a week. 


Mr. Mayer alsc had the job of "setting up," which meant 
splicing the coming attractions, previews, and local adds in 
proper order. "You had to make sure you had the film right side 
up - otherwise the audience got a laugh. In the projection booth 
everything you do is backwards - you've got to be on your toes." 


Seats Full During the War 


In wartime gas rationing meant the theater's 300 seats were 
full most of the time. 


When the war ended, television started the downfall of the 
Majestic. The theater operated briefly in the 1950s, but the old 
glory was gone. 


Later on it was purchased by Edith Church, the present owner, 
who used the building to print a magazine, "Sunshine and Health." 


In memory, however, the Empress-Majestic always will be in 
Whitehouse. 
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HOPE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 


The first organization was in 1846, from which date míssion- 
aries were regularly sent by the annual conference. The first 
wr conference on record was held in Whitehouse on November 

4, . 


The original societies of both Methodist Protestant and 
Methodist Episcopal met in the old Union Building on Waterville 
Street in 1864. The two Methodist buildings were built in 1870; 
M.E. on Waterville Street and M.P. on Providence Street. The M.E. 
building was moved in 1914 to Locust Street. The chapel was sold 
in 1939 after the union of the two churches, and a new parsonage 
was bought in 1950. 


In 1956 a new one-level church building was completed on the 
north side of Waterville Street, which was consecrated on 
September 30, 1956. A new parsonage was acquired next to the 
church on November 2, 1958. An educational wing was added to the 
church in 1968. 


The Durbin Care Center was opened in the church for day care 
of children in 1970. Later the center was purchased by the church 
and the Hope Methodist Day Care Center is providing an important 
service to the working parents in the community. 


COMMUNITY OF CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 


About 1963, Zion Lutheran Church of Waterville and Pastor 
Buehler felt that a mission in the Whitehouse area would be desir- 
able. A survey was taken in the area by the Division of Missions 
in 1965 and they found a need was there. 


In 1967 a site was purchased at Dutch and Finzel Roads in 
Whitehouse. Early in 1973 a Steering Committee was organized and 
a call was made to Pastor Ray Gottschling to serve the mission 
$497. Pastor Gottschling accepted the call and moved to 
Whitehouse in May 1973. 


The first worship service was held in the cafeteria of the 
Anthony Wayne High School on September 9, 1973. In May 1974, 
Community of Christ Lutheran Church was officially received as a 
congregation of the Michigan District of the American Lutheran 
Church. A multifunctional church building was completed in the 
spring of 1977. In 1989 an addition was built. 


Before a building was available, worship services were held 
in the high school cafeteria and at Hope United Methodist Church. 
Many occasions of helping and sharing with the Methodist churches 
in Whitehouse made a closer bond in the community. 


Today more than 30 nonprofit community groups regularly use 
the church for their meetings and activities. 
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ZION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 


The people of Whitehouse are united by many traditions, but 
one of the oldest and deepest is the Christian church. Even 
before Whitehouse became a village, groups of believers gathered 
together to worship. The history of those early people dates back 
to 1862. Two miles northwest of what is now our village, our 
forefathers organized a Christian unit. It was serviced by a 
German-speaking circuit rider who held meetings in homes every two 
weeks. In 1865, arrangements were made to use the Oak Grove 
Schoolhouse on the corner of Eber and Ramm Roads. 


The Whitehouse Circuit received its first pastoral appoint- 
ment in 1869. This minister was Jonas Borough from Bull Run, 
Virginia. Records show that he serviced both Whitehouse and Salem 
Churches. Salem Church had been built in 1867 south of Whitehouse 
on the corner of Neowash and Schadel Roads and stands as a private 
residence today. 


In 1870 the Union Church was dedicated within the village and 
it drew the outlying congregations to the village for services. 
It was used by several denominations and was located east of the 
Ohio Citizens Bank on Route 64. Later this church building was 
moved to the corner of Lenderson Avenue and Route 64, where the 
Log House presently stands. There are records of a parsonage 
built in 1870 on the Koenigsecker property. 


In 1891, the Zion Church of Whitehouse, Ohio, became an 
incorporated church of the Evangelical Association. (It became a 
United Methodist Church in 1968 when the Methodist and Evangelical 
United Brethren Churches merged.) In 1891, our first church was 
constructed on its present site on Maumee Street and was dedicated 
in September. A new parsonage was built several years later next 
to the church. 


That early church saw many changes. From carbide lights, 
wood stoves, and German services to electricity and English ser- 
mons, Zion continued to grow. Its congregation supported many 
causes and added improvements to the church and its parsonage. 


The .present brick church was constructed in 1955 and was 
dedicated in November of that year. The old church was then 
converted to an educational building. The present parsonage was 
built in 1965. The steeple was erected that year to house the 
original church bell. That same bell calls people to worship 
every Sunday morning to this day. 


Today, Zion's congregation is a diverse group of people. 
With a membership of 225, we are interspersed throughout the area. 
Reverend Lewis H. Thompson is our pastor and coordinates an active 
professional and lay ministry. The people are involved in out- 
reach services supporting the diverse needs of many local, state, 
national, and worldwide Christian groups. 
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As we mark this 125-year period in history, we are thankful 
for the good, sturdy families who have gone before us. Rooted in 
deep religious faith, they have become the very foundation upon 
which Zion was built. They have given us a heritage too priceless 
to be measured. 


--Barbara Lewis Smigelski 
Historian, Zion United Methodist 


EMMANUEL MENNONITE CHURCH 


On July 20, 1989, Keith Matthew and his family moved to the 
Whitehouse area to give pastoral leadership to a newly formed 
church, Emmanuel Mennonite. This church planting effort comes 
under the auspices of the Ohio Conference of the Mennonite Church. 
"The Church Planting Committee" found that the Whitehouse- 
Waterville area would be a strategic location for starting a new 
church. A secondary source came from Mennonites living in White- 
house who were meeting together for bible study and prayer. 


From early fall 1989 to the end of January 1990, the group 
met in the basement of Tom and Jamie Beck's home. The church 
began to grow and they sought a larger place. As of February 4, 
the church has been meeting at the Fallen Timbers Middle School at 
10:00 a.m. on Sundays. They have a nursery and a Sunday School 
for all ages. In addition, they meet midweek for the purpose of 
mutual growth and encouragement. The goal of the members of the 
Emmanuel Mennonite Church is to reach out to the community and 
discover some of the needs of the people. They are deeply inter- 
ested in the welfare of the community. 
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BOY SCOUT HISTORY 


On February 8, 1910, William D. Boyce and others interested 
in boys and citizenship formally incorporated The Boy Scouts of 
America. This day is observed each year as the birthday of scout- 
ing in the United States. 


By the year of 1918, after signing of Armistice, the member- 
ship grew to 420,006 Boy Scouts in the United States. It was 
during this year that scouting came to Whitehouse, Ohio. Eight 
(8) young boys asked Mr. A. J. Bradley to meet with them on 
December 23, 1918, at the Pythian Hall to consider forming a Boy 
Scout troop. Mr. A. J. Bradley accepted to help and also serve as 
Scoutmaster temporarily until they could find someone younger and 
more active. The charter application was filled in and sent 
direct to scout headquarters in New York, N.Y. The following boys 
were listed as charter members of Troop No. 1: 


Charles Fosler Chester Beis . 
Bernard Hopwood Sumner Koenigsecker 
Linnaeas Ryerson Floyd Ryerson 
Robert Bierbaum Don Seguer 


On December 30, 1918, a charter was received from scout 
headquarters to use the scouting program. 


The first scout committee consisted of the following: 
Fredrick J. Holliker 
- Charles Romick 
W. W. Campbell 


During the first year of scouting in 1919, the following boys 
became members of Troop No. 1: 


Francis Jacob Raymond Patton 
Elder Gill f Ray Heller 
Darrell Neeper Ivan Bucher 
Richard Marlow Harry Studer 
Cleo Davenport Rolland Black 
Howard Shadle John Veres 

Carl Mesnard Henry Sherburn 
David Fisher Gottlieb Bucher 


Webster Studer 


By the end of 1920, the troop added another 13 members: 


C. Obee Michael Terry 
Walter Beigle Clarence Wiles 
Guy Neeper Harley Wiles 
Floyd Powell John Ostoffi 
Forrest Gill Francis Walp 
Darlington Fisher Hugh Ritenour 


Donald Davenport 
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During the year of 1921, two more members were added: 
William Kohn Lloyd Neeper 


Mr. A. J. Bradley, at the age of 62, turned the position of 
Scoutmaster over to Rev. Eugene Root, the Pastor of the Whitehouse 
Evangelical Church. Mr. Fredrick J. Holliker continued on in 
scouting for the next 30 years as committeeman, institutional 
representative, and Scoutmaster. 


Troop No. 1 continued until the number was changed to Troop 
No. 97 in the year 1927. Records between these dates were lost 
and there is no information for these years. 


In 1927 the first charter was issued to Troop 97. The spon- 
sor was Whitehouse Evangelical Church. The Rev. 0. N. Braun was 
the Pastor at the time. Scoutmaster was Linnaeas Ryerson. Com- 
mitteemen were Rev. 0. N. Braun, D. W. Dailey, and Fredrick J. 
Holliker. Registered members were as follows: 


Wilbur Allion Dale Allion 
Harry Braun Herbert Bauman 
Waldo Holliker Virgil Gill 
Kenneth Dailey Harold Kinsey 
Paul Miller Clement McFitlan 
Bernard Nul] Dale Null 

Lyle Phillips Nelson Studer 
Harold Studer Robert Bradley 
Irving Heller Earl Householder 
Paul Householder Charles Marlow 
Robert Marlow Rellus Studer 
Clyde Thomas James Wayne 
Wilbur Wayne Wentz Lehman 
Edgar Holmes Harley Rawlins 
B. Kahli 


Troop 97 has had continuous registration through the present, 
1990, with the exception of the year of 1939. Due to the lack of 
available adult leaders the charter was not renewed. Troop 97 has 
been one of the outstanding units in the Toledo Area Council, Boy 
Scouts of America. Space does not permit to list all of the 
scouts during this time; however, the following men have served as 
Scoutmaster: 


1918-21 A. J. Bradley 1950-54 Richard Ritenour 
1921- Rev. Eugene Root 1955-56 Edward Megyesi 
1927-28 Linnaeas Ryerson 1957 Henery Smith 
1929 Car] J. Mesnard 1958-62 Rodney Farthing 
1930-31 Carl McCabe 1963 Marion Smington 
1932 Fredrick Holliker 1964-65 Richard Ritenour 
1933 Bernard Hopwood 1966-68 George Langell 
1934 W. J. Phillips 1969 Ernie Wittes 
1935-36 Bradley Lewis 1970 Louis F. Jodry 
1937 William Bradford 1971 George Kelsey 
1938 Robert J. Holliker 1972 Kenneth Haynes 
1939 (Charter dropped) 1973-75 Walter Ehret 
1940 Emil F. Gorne 1976 Ronald Scott 
1941-45 Bradley Lewis 1977-80 Joseph Sager 


1946-49 William Bradford 1981-90 Jerry Dangler 


The following institutions have sponsored Boy Scout troops in 
Whitehouse from the year 1918 through 1990: 


Whitehouse Evangelical Church 

Whitehouse Exchange Club 

Whitehouse Civic Club 

Whitehouse Parent Teachers Association 
Whitehouse Booster Club 

Whitehouse Commercial Club 

Whitehouse Scouters Club 

Junior Order of United American Mechanics 
Whitehouse Methodist Church 

Hope United Methodist Church 


The Hope United Methodist Church has sponsored scouting for 
many years, not only a Boy Scout troop but an Explorer post and a 
Cub Scout pack. The Explorer post was for boys 16 years and older 
that did not want to stay in a Boy Scout troop. This Explorer 
post was dropped after a few years. The Cub Scout pack is very 
active and has at this time 106 boys and 15 adult leaders. The 
scouting program at the Hope United Methodist Church at the pres- 
ent date has a tota] membership of 170, consisting of 141 boys and 
29 adult leaders. 

--Richard N. Ritenour 
March 5, 1990 
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HISTORY OF WHITEHOUSE AREA SCHOOLS 


The first school in the Whitehouse area was known as the Kent 
School. The building, made of native logs, stood on the south 
side of Waterville Road near Cemetery Road opposite Pappy Kent, 
corner of Esq. Burnett’s farm. This location was the center of 
population owing to families settled there. Families were: Kent, 
Holliker, Burnett, Pray, Finzel, and Stover. The west end was 
thinly populated. The Schneider, Rakestraw, and Sly families were 
scattered. This school house, with its door in the north side, 
was equipped with benches made of heavy slabs, supported by large 
pins for legs. The desks for writing were made by placing a board 
on two pins, driven into holes bored in the logs composing the 
wall. This log building burned and a new frame structure was 
erected on the same site in 1856. Mr. James L. Burroughs was one 
of the first teachers. 


The Noble School was located at the northwest corner of 
Weckerly and Winslow Roads before 1861. Mrs. Cora G. Smith, a 
school teacher of old Whitehouse, Waterville and Neapolis, taught 
her first school in the Noble School at the age of 15 years. 
Frank M. Heath came to Whitehouse from Colton, Ohio, to teach and 
straighten up the Whitehouse School, then held in the Kent School. 
This was before 1867. The Burnett School replaced the Kent School 
mit ame located on the southeast corner of Finzel and Water- 
ville Road. 


In 1867 the new two-story frame school building was completed 
in Whitehouse on Waterville Street on lot 19, which is now quarry 
ground. Frank Heath was instrumental in organizing the Whitehouse 
graded school and served as superintendent of school until 1873. 
This school burned in 1873 and was replaced by a stone and brick 
two-story building. 


The second commencement of Whitehouse High School was in 1887 
with seven graduates. They were: Flora Rakestraw, Lida Omara, 
Clara Beis, Ida Jewel, John U. Fauster Jr., Maggie Shepler, and 
Myrta Butler. 


The building burned and was replaced with a brick, one-story 
building in 1892. This was erected on the east side of Providence 
Street, south of Otsego. In 1915 the school had its first 
eleventh grade graduates, numbering seven graduates. The class of 
1919 was the first twelfth grade graduates, numbering nine 
graduates. 


The movement for centralization in 1913 and following years 
made it necessary to provide better facilities for grade pupils if 
a creditable high school standing was to be maintained. Accord- 
ingly a four-room brick structure was built on a new site in 1919, 
on the corner of Centerville and Texas Streets. In 1922 a new 
two-room portable building was put up on this site on Texas 
Street. This made it possible to give one grade to each teacher 
and save duplication of work. 
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This arrangement of building lends itself well to the 6-6 
plan of school, or six years work known as grade school work and 
six years work in junior-senior high school. In 1922 there was a 
teacher for each of the first six grades and six teachers for the 
upper six grades. In junior-senior high school, the work is de- 
partmental or by subjects. There is supervised study for each 
pupil not in recitation from the opening of the school session in 
the morning until the close of the school session in the evening, 
except at the noon hour. 


The territory that has been added to form the Whitehouse 
Village School District consists of the DeMuth and Nobel sub- 
district (1913), the Deadman or Burnett (1916), Long and Barnett 
id and small transfers from Providence and Monclova town- 
ships. 


About the year 1895, the Long School lost their school 
teacher through the actions of the big boys. George W. Norris, a 
young man only 16, wanted the teaching position. The Long school 
board had their doubts that he could handle those big fellows. 
The boy stood his ground and they made the arrangement for him to 
take the school for three months and if he didn't make a success 
of it he would quit, but if he did succeed he wanted his money. 
He did succeed and also taught two years at Monclova School, 
making his home in Whitehouse. He then went on to Nebraska where 
he became a lawyer, prosecuting attorney, legislator, and on to 
Congress, House and Senate. 


The Noble School building was moved to a site east of the 
Town Hall and used for the first and second grade pupils in 1913. 
The third and fourth grade pupils used the second floor of the 
Village Town Hall. Transportation was by horse-drawn vehicles. 
By 1922, motor buses were used on the main stone roads with horse- 
drawn vehicles used only to get pupils to the stone roads. The 
double-haul idea is used and the first pupils board the bus at 
7:30 a.m. 


In 1922 intelligence tests were given all pupils as a help in 
promotion and as a guide in classifying them, as well as a basis 
for determining the kind and quality of work to be expected from 
each one. This testing also furnished a basis for comparing 
Whitehouse School results with other schools. The high school 
library consists of 500 volumes, supplemented by the addition of 
reference works and books of science. 


The next high school was completed in 1932 on Texas Street 
near the 1918 building. This building was large enough for all 
twelve grades. 


Then in 1950 Whitehouse consolidated with Monclova and Water- 
ville to become the Anthony Wayne School District. The new 
Anthony Wayne High School building was begun on August 14, 1951. 
The first classes were held beginning with the second semester on 
January 19, 1953. District enrollment at that time was 1,595 stu- 
dents. May 1953 was the first class of graduates from the new 
high school building on Finzel Road alongside of Swan Creek. 


About two years after the Anthony Wayne system was in full 
operation, the Neapolis School system voted to become a part of 
Anthony Wayne. 


In 1954-55 the present field house was erected. Anthony 
Wayne South was erected in 1959 and served as a junior high 
school. Enrollment had grown to 2,178 in 1959. Anthony Wayne 
North was enlarged to its present size in 1967. Also in 1967 a 
new wing was added to the Whitehouse Elementary building. 
District enrollment was 2,992 students in 1967. 


Then in 1973 a new Fallen Timbers Middle School was built. 
Also the same year, a new elementary school was built in Monclova. 
District enrollment was recorded at 3,639 students. 


In 1968 an addition to the bus garage in Monclova was added. 
In 1986 a new facility for the buses was erected in Whitehouse. 


The Anthony Wayne School system is presently broken down into 
six major schools: Monclova Elementary, Waterville Elementary, 
Whitehouse Elementary, Fallen Timbers Middle School, Anthony Wayne 
South and Anthony Wayne North. The elementary schools have kin- 
dergarten through fourth grades. Fallen Timbers has grades five 
through seven. Anthony Wayne South has grades eight and nine, and 
Anthony Wayne North has grades ten through twelve. The district 
enrollment for 1989 was 3,046 students. 


ANTHONY WAYNE SUPERINTENDENTS 


John Rudolph 1950-1952 
Merlin Hanley 1952-1959 
James Kirkpatrick 1959-1965 
John Baker 1965-1971 
George Donnelly 1971-1987 
Randy Hardy 1987- 


ANTHONY WAYNE HIGH SCHOOL PRINCIPALS 


Stewart Gottschalk 1953-1969 
Mark Knerr 1969-1970 
Jack Maddox 1970-1972 
Thomas Jennings 1972-1984 
Robert Slykhuis 1984- 


FALLEN TIMBERS MIDDLE SCHOOL PRINCIPALS 


Arthur White 
William Dick 


WATERVILLE ELEMENTARY PRINCIPALS 


Harry Dudrow 
Richard Harris 
Robert Smith 
James Strayer 
Robert Streight 
Donald Belville 
David Hilborn 
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WHITEHOUSE ELEMENTARY PRINCIPALS 


Carl Campbell 
Allen Allion 
Robert Streight 
Ken Harris 
James Strayer 
Emil Vavrik 
Ray Cook 

James Haas 
William Taylor 


NEAPOLIS ELEMENTARY PRINCIPALS 


Hulda Condon 
Cleo Bucher 


MONCLOVA ELEMENTARY PRINCIPALS 


Eugene Deimling 
Maxine Manchester 
Bruce Hil] 

Robert Streight 
Ken Harris 

Harold Dick 
James Haas 

Robert Streight 
William Dick 
William Taylor 
Kenneth Machcinski 
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BRIEF HISTORY OF THE 
ANTHONY WAYNE 
COMMUNITY IMPROVEMENT CORPORATION 


The origin of the Community Improvement Corporation (CIC) 
came about as a result of an industrial development committee in 
the Whitehouse Business Association. Serious problems existed due 
to increase of real estate taxes and the low income from business 
taxes. The only sizable contribution was from Johns-Manville. It 
was decided that this was an area problem and the development com- 
mittee should be area-wide and have representation from Waterville 
and the townships in the Anthony Wayne School District. An inter- 
esting note is that it cost $295 a year to educate one child and 
this was hard to raise. 


The CIC was finally established as the first of its kind 
under the new law signed by Governor Rhodes in 1961. Joe Heyman, 
attorney, presented the letter to this effect from the Attorney 
General at the CIC meeting on August 24. : 


As a result of his early involvement, Joe has been the CIC 
attorney, frequently donating his services as have all the direc- 
tors and officers since. 


In a little more than a year, the CIC held 24 meetings to or- 
ganize, elect officers, sell bonds, encourage favorable zoning and 
advertise that we were looking for land and industry. 


Cooperation from business, residents, and government was the 
theme of our corporation from the beginning. Not to be denied was 
the persistence of President Disher and the faithful board of 
directors. ; 


The results were some unusual accomplishments as over 100 
bondholders paid approximately $10,000 to fund the corporation in 
land purchases. The banks came up with financing arrangements 
very favorable to industrial development. 


The area was short of water lines and sewage treatment. Land 
with proper zoning did not exist near the two villages. The CIC 
bought its first sizable piece of land with the stipulation that 
the zoning be changed to R 1 Industrial. This was without water, 
sewer or roadway. The 21 acres bought from Emil Rader had become 
the Whitehouse Industrial Park. 


In 1966 the County Commissioners installed the water line 
into the park. A road was built with stone from the France Stone 
Company and hauled on trucks furnished by the villages and town- 
ships. It was a wonderful experience illustrating the fruits of 
cooperation of government and private enterprise to improve the 
common good. 
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About that time a young man moved into the area and President 
Disher called him and told him we needed him on the board of di- 
rectors and it would cost him a $2 membership fee and $50 for a 
bond. Don Dick from the Toledo Edison Area Development was that 
young man and his impact on this area in helping get industry has 
had a financial impact on the villages, the townships, and the 
school system. In addition, many from the area found jobs locally. 


Each one of the bondholders represents their belief in the 
necessity to provide local jobs and by improving the tax base we 
can have better government services and schools. Without the CIC 
we could be confronted with the same impossible situations faced 
by so many villages and school districts in the state. 


I am sure that at the time of organizing the CIC none of us 
could predict what the future would bring in run-away escalating 
costs in government and education. But how fortunate it has been 
Sch something was done in 1960 instead of waiting for disaster to 

appen. 


Waterville, Whitehouse, and the townships of the Anthony 
Wayne School area are the fortunate recipients of the efforts in- 
stigated by the six men in 1960. The bondholders who risked 
$10,000 and the public-spirited men who donated hundreds of hours 
have assured that this dream should become a reality. 


The difficulties experienced and lack of knowledge in 
attempting such an operation did not deter absolute confidence in 
success by our first President Disher and the men and women who 
have served to the present President, Don Dick. 

--Willis Bucher 
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GOVERNMENT SERVICES 


Elected Officials 


Whitehouse has an elected mayor, six council members and a 
clerk-treasurer. The village has an administrator. Police pro- 
tection is provided by five full-time and ten part-time police 
officers using two police cars. 


In 1989 the mayor was Diane McGilvery. Council members: Bea 
Ludwig, President; Leroy Ryerson, Donald Nofzinger, Sharon Owen, 
William May and Mary Beth Lutton. The clerk-treasurer was Rebecca 
Fansler. 


Planning Commission 


Members were David Jones, Diane McGilvery, Bea Ludwig, Robert 
Peinert and Kurt Dotson. 


Administrative Officials 


Village Administrator - Michael J. Czymbor 
Superintendent of Services - Mark G. Weber 
Police Chief - Michael J. Rauh 
Finance Director - Joyce A. Bucher 
Paramedic Captain - Wesley Biddle 

Fire Chief - Robert Rupp. 
Solicitor - Philip C. Davis 


The population of Whitehouse is 2,413. 
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1984 
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1989 


1989 


1989 


1964 - 1989 NEW BUSINESSES AND BUILDINGS 


A new post office was constructed on the corner of 
Providence and Otsego Streets while Kenneth Haynes was 
postmaster. He was followed by Mark Baer. Kimberly 
Gonzalez is now postmistress. 


The first business in the new Whitehouse Industrial Park 
was the Valenite Corporation, also known as Valeron 
Corporation. This was followed through the years by 
B.A.S.F. Inmont Corporation, Clapp & Haney Tool Company, 
G.L. Heller Company, Meilink Safe Company, The Mill, Park 
Center Clinic, and the Anthony Wayne Bus Garage. 


American Can Company located east of Whitehouse on 
Waterville Street. 


Wood's Grocery replaced their building on the corner of 
Weckerly and Finzel Roads. This is now the home for 
Browning's Food Center, Whitehouse Apothecary and Charles 
Holloway, D.D.S. 


Don Scott Chevrolet & Pontiac Inc. Sales moved to a new 
site east of Whitehouse on State Route 64. 


Whitehouse Grain and Supply moved to the Archbold- 
Whitehouse Road site on the west side of town. It is now 
the Whitehouse Grain Inc. 


The Whitehouse Seed Company moved from Whitehouse to a new 
building on the Ronnie Perry farm on State Route 64 between 
Whitehouse and Waterville. Their former location on 
Providence Street is now occupied by the Video Rental. 


First Federal of Delta started a new bank on the corner of 
Providence and Shepler Streets. 


In June the Whitehouse Home and Auto Supply was destroyed 
by fire. The new building was completed by December. 


In recent years Art Higgins renovated the Magestic Theater, 
Goodman Hardware and Jake Lehman Ice Cream buildings. The 
Goodman building c1863, and the bad condition of the Majes- 
tic, made the restoration very difficult. The results are 
very pleasing. The Majestic is now occupied by Easyway 
Products, Higgins AW Auto Warehouse Parts and Betty 
Morrison - Bill Collector. Harry Daugherty, Architect and 
Engineer, is in the Goodman building, and Prince Aircraft 
is using the Jake Lehman Ice Cream location. 


General Pro Hardware moved into their new building on the 
east side of Providence Street. 


Dotson Company Inc. have a new building on Providence 
Street, south of Waterville Street. The Center for 
Personal Growth is also using this building. 


Stephen Ford Inc. located on the east side of Don Scott's 
Chevrolet & Pontiac Inc. 


WHITEHOUSE 1989 BUSINESS DIRECTORY 


ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 


Thomas Tomczak 
William Kroncke 


AUTOMOTIVE SALES, SERVICE & REPAIR 


Amco Service Station 

B & L Auto Service - John Pollock 

Dave Giest Body Shop - Dave Giest 

Don Scott Chevrolet-Pontiac Inc. 

Higgins Auto Supply Inc. - Art Higgins 

Scheub 0i1 Co. - John Scheub 

Ted's Marathon - Ted Lewis 

Stephen Ford Inc. 

Whitehouse Home and Auto Supply - 
David Gallagher 

Whitehouse Motors Inc. - Bud Bauman 


BANKS 


First Federal Savings and Loan of 
Delta - Roger Lane, Manager 
Ohio Citizens Bank Association - 

Jim Earle, Manager 


BARBER 


Tom's Barber Shop - Tom Harper 
Generals' Quarters - Gary Beals 


BEAUTY SHOPS 


Beau'Tique - Jan Barden 
Kay's Hair Studio - Kay Bennett 
Shear County 


BUILDING AND REMODELING 


Cliff Brown 

D.W. Mold & Associates 

Dotson Co. Inc. - Don Dotson 

Spartan Construction Co. - 
Pete Van Den Berghe 
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6813 Providence Street 
5825 Weckerly Road 


Weckerly and Finzel 
10829 Logan Street 
10763 Waterville Street 
9820 State Route 64 
6785 Providence Street 
10807 Logan Street 


: 6701 Providence Street 


9760 State Route 64 


6760 Providence Street 
6785 Providence Street 


6600 Providence Street 
10901 Waterville Street 


6711 Providence Street 
5934 Finzel Road 


5934 Finzel Road 
6709 Providence Street 
6772 Providence Street 


6740 Cemetery Road 
6711 Providence 
6848 Providence Street 


6814 Providence Street 


BUILDING MATERIALS 


Bucher Lumber Co. - Patrick Curtain, 
Tom Curtain 


CAR WASH 
Whitehouse Car Wash - Dick Meyers 
CARRY OUTS 
B & H Carry Out - Mary Ellen Baker 
Bob's Corner Market - Bob Quinnel 
Whitehouse Party Store - Bob Quinnel 
CHURCHES 
Community of Christ Lutheran 
Rev. Ray Gottschling 
Hope United Methodist 
Rev. Oren Shaffer 
Zion United Methodist 
Rev. Lewis H. Thompson 
COUNSELING 


The Center for Personal Growth - 
Barb Williams 


DENTISTS 


Charles Holloway, D.D.S. 
John Pecsok, D.D.S. 


DRUGGIST 
Whitehouse Apothecary - Larry Reed 
DRY CLEANING AND LAUNDRY 


Whitehouse Laundromat & Dry 
Cleaning - Dick Meyers 


EXCAVATING 

M & W Excavating - Bill Krauss 
FLORIST 

Silken Touch - Mary Buchanan 
FUNERAL HOME 


Peinert Funeral Home - Robert Peinert 


11065 Wabash Street 


6616 Providence Street 


11003 Waterville Street 
6782 Providence Street 
6652 Providence Street 


Finzel and Dutch Roads 
10610 Waterville Street 
10926 Maumee Street 


68485 Providence Street 


5915 Weckerly Road 
5934 Finzel Road 


5913 Weckerly Road 


6839 Providence Street 


10725 Logan Street 


6725 Providence Street 


6603 Providence Street 


GRAIN ELEVATOR 


Whitehouse Grain Inc. - 
Richard Heuerman 


GROCERY STORE 


Browning Food Center - Loral Browning 
Sautter's Food Center 


HALL RENTAL 
American Legion Post #384 
HARDWARE 


General Pro Hardware - Ray Chamberlin 
True Value Hardware - David Gallager 


HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 


Gschwend Heating & Air Conditioning 
Ron Obee 
Residential Keating & Cooling 
Service Inc. - William Schneider 


INSURANCE 


A-W Insurance Agency - 
Chuck Witte & Jack Witte 
McVicker's Insurance Agency - 
Jim McVicker 
Insurance Agency of Maumee Valley - 
Bob Keogh 


MANUFACTURERS 


American Can Co. - Fran Rotondo 
BASF Inmont Corp. - Karl Schapp 
Clapp & Haney Tool Co. - 
Mike Carpenter, Keith Carpenter 
G.L. Keller Co. - Gary Heller 
Meilink Safe co. 
Nomar Industries - Noel Cates 
Prince Aircraft - Lonnie Prince 
Valenite Corp (also) Valeron Corp. 
Beatrice Ludwig 
Winco Products - Joe Lawrence 
Whitehouse Industrial Co. - 
Leo Schlagheck 
The Mill - Dick Meek 


PARKS 


Nona France Quarry (Lucas County 
Recreation) 


12035 Archbold-Whitehouse 


Road 


5917 Weckerly Road 
9533 State Route 64 


6910 Providence Road 


6660 Providence Street 
6760 Providence Street 


6740 Cemetery Road 
10802 Waterville Street 


6638 Providence Street 
5825 Weckerly Road 


6729 Providence Street 


10444 Waterville Street 
6125 Industrial Parkway 


6325 Industrial Parkway 
6246 Industrial Parkway 
6245 Industrial Parkway 
10755 Logan Street 

6774 Providence Street 


6315 Industrial Parkway 
10206 Waterville Street 


10820 Waterville Street 
6258 Industrial Parkway 


6929 Providence Street 


PHYSICIANS 


Park Center Clinic - 
Dexter Phillips, D.0. 


PIANO REPAIR & SERVICE 


Kobee Piano Service - John Kobee 
PIZZA 
C.J.'s Pizza & Subs - Car! Farough 
POST OFFICE 
Kim Gonzalez - Postmistress 
REAL ESTATE 
Disalle Real Estate Co. - 
Freida Osborne 
Village Realty 
Whitehouse Associates - 
Kim Bucher, Bob Keogh 


RECREATION 


Break Time Billiards & Video Games - 


Pam Yamek, Judy Reetz 
RESTAURANTS & TAVERNS 


Hasty's Place - Phil & Sandy Hasty 
Legends Cafe Bar - Floyd Hammond 


R.R. Crossing - Roy & Karen Kingston 


Whitehouse Inn - Richard Myers 
SCHOOLS 
Anthony Wayne Board of Education 


Anthony Wayne High School North (10-12) 
Anthony Wayne High School South (8-9) 


Anthony Wayne Bus Garage 
Fallen Timbers Middle School (5-7) 


Lial Elementary School (Montesorri ) 


Whitehouse Primary School (K-4) 
NURSING HOMES 

Whitehouse Country Manor 
UTILITIES 

Ohio Bell Telephone Building 
VIDEO RENTAL 

Whitehouse Video - Tont Umphrey 
WHITEHOUSE VILLAGE OFFICES 


6345 Industrial Parkway 


10940 Maumee Street 


10842 Toledo Street 


6822 Providence Street 


6626 Providence Street 
6729 Providence Street 


6729 Providence Street 


10902 Maumee Street 


6670 Providence Street 
6719 Providence Street 
7651 Providence Street 
10835 Waterville Street 


11012 Shepler Street 
5967 Finzel Road 

6035 Finzel Road 

6320 Industrial Parkway 
6119 Finzel Road 

5900 Davis Road 

6510 Texas Street 


11239 Waterville Street 


6653 Swanton Street 


6771 Providence Street 
6655 Providence Street 


GRAIN ELEVATORS IN WHITEHOUSE 


Pray's elevator was used mostly for storage. It was located 
on the rail siding that went along Indianapolis Street to the 
quarry, south of Waterville Street. The siding was put in service 
in 1878. The mill was located where there used to be a small hill 
next to the small quarry, north of Waterville Street. The grain 
was dumped from the top of the hill and loaded into freight cars 
by chutes. 


By 1900, Beis Brothers had an elevator located between St. 
Louis Avenue and the railroad on the east side of Providence 
Street. This was later owned by 0. W. Bradley and Son until 1915 
when it was purchased by the new Whitehouse Grain and Supply Co. 


In 1978 the business was moved to a new site at 12035 
Whitehouse-Archbold Road, west of Route 295. 


The elevator was sold to Hertzfeld Poultry in 1984 and became 
the Whitehouse Grain Inc. 


THE WHITEHOUSE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 


In 1969 the Standard Oil Company was razing some buildings on 
the southwest corner of Route 64 and Shepler Street. It was dis- 
covered that the building used as a garage was actually a 109 
house covered with siding. This building had been moved from its 
original location of the then new high school, around 1930. On 
research the log house was built by Henry Davis, 1840-1850, and 
his son Hirtam Davis was one of the occupants among others to live 
in this log house before it was moved. Whitehouse businessmen, 
Vic Disher, Don Dick, Bill Bucher and Ken Haynes, were instrumen- 
tal in asking council for the log house to be moved over to the 
town property, across the street. The log house was moved across 
the street, put on a foundation, straightened, and a fireplace 
built where the door was for the garage. 


The businessmen and many interested citizens formed the 
Whitehouse Historical Society, with the first meeting held on 
April 8, 1970. The first President was Karen Guernsey; Vice 
President, Clarence Sprink; Secretary, Bernadette Krueger; 
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Treasurer, Mary McGilvery; and Historian, Del Studer. A charge 
was made of $1 to each of the 102 which forms a list of charter 
members on file. At this time the businessmen turned over the 
responsibility to the Historical Society. On May 8, 1971, the 
executive committee drew up a constitution, by-laws, and recommen- 
dation that incorporation be voted on. At a regular meeting on 
June 1, 1971, the Society approved the package. Robert Talburt 
volunteered to act as the attorney representing the Society on 
obtaining a charter. This was finalized August 1, 1971, and sent 
to Ted Brown, the Secretary of State of Ohio. 


Over the next three years the poplar floor was laid, shutters 
and windows were installed, and a door with hand-made hinges was 
hung. The roof was shake shingles, and finally the stairway and 
the floor in the upstairs was laid. The numerous jobs were 
finished by volunteers and local craftsmen. 


The Society had money-raising festivals. In 1973 the first 
flea market was held, with Ted and Janet Payne as chairmen. The 
money was used to obtain furnishings for the first floor, which 
gives 1t an inviting home-like appearance. 


The upstairs has been turned into a museum for memorabilia, 
depicting Maumee Valley history. s 


Adjacent to the log house is a herb garden that was planted 
and is maintained by the Oak Openings Garden Club. This adds a 
great deal to the original needs in pioneer living. 


The log house is being used by the schools in learning 
pioneer living and the history of our area. It is also used by 
the Historical Society for meetings. The log house is open to the 
public at designated times, and also open by appointment. 
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THE WHITEHOUSE SOCCER STORY 


The story begins with an Englishman named Roger Simpson 
leaving England and coming to America in 1952. 


In 1971, Roger got 20 boys together and formed a soccer team. 
Their names are: Brad Hertzfeld, Tom Hertzfeld, Todd Hertzfeld, 
Rob Streight, Matt Donnelly, Joey Rupp, Mark Kincaid, Tim Jones, 
Ken Simpson, Matt Simpson, Brian Simpson, Eric Nofzinger, Scott 
McVicker, Brad Dick, Dave Dick, Kirk Wittes, Danny Williams, Eric 
Myers, Bill Zahner, and Doug Zahner. 


Roger coached the boys to play soccer as he played it in 
England. They practiced and played on a soccer field set up back 
of the Whitehouse Elementary School. Their uniforms were made by 
their parents who, also, along with other volunteers, provided 
officials for the games. The nearest soccer teams were in Findlay 
and Michigan where they had soccer programs for three years or 
more. ! 


In a few years the soccer program grew so rapidly that new 
coaches and officials had to get books to learn enough about 
soccer to perform their duties. Credit must be given to the 
Anthony Wayne recreation program, individuals such as Carol 
Simpson, Bob Turpening, Jim Fisher, among the parents and help 
from the village of Whitehouse, represented by Dick Lehman. 


At one time the Simpson family were coaching five teams and 
playing on two. They would wash the uniforms and have as many as 
75 uniforms on the clothesline to dry. Some coaches came from 
surrounding towns, as far away as Sylvania. 


In 1974 girls’ teams were formed. The two soccer fields back 
of the grade school were unable to handle the number of teams. 
New fields were built on the land south of Nona France, until 
eight fields were in use. 


Other towns and the city of Toledo started programs. By 
1980, 1,000 boys and girls were in the Whitehouse soccer programs. 
Now all high schools in Lucas County, except two in Toledo, have 
varsity soccer. 


The ability of the 20 boys of the first team, the quality of 
their coaching, the support of their parents and others, gave the 
program what was needed to grow and succeed. By 1975 the teams 
had developed their skills and had enough experience that they 
were able to beat the Michigan championship team. 


Now in 1989 more boys and girls in Lucas County play soccer 
than all other sports put together. 
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N&W TO ABANDON SIX MILES OF TRACK 


Reprinted from THE BLADE 9/15/89, Hank Harvey Blade Staff Writer 


Norfolk & Western Railway plans to abandon about six miles of 
track between Maumee and Whitehouse, a planner for the Toledo 
Metropolitan Area Council of Governments said. 


David Dysard, TMACOG's rail planner, told the group's rail 
task force yesterday that the line likely would be abandoned since 
no protests have been filed. The line has no customers. 


The Interstate Commerce Commission this year approved aban- 
donment of 12 miles of N&W track between Whitehouse in Lucas 
County and Liberty Center in Henry County. Indiana Hi-Rail, a 
^ eh railroad, is serving Liberty Center on track leased from 
N&W. 


Abandonment would not seriously hamper industrial prospects 
between Maumee and Whitehouse, said Donald Dick, president of the 
Anthony Wayne Community Improvement Corp. 


"We used the availability of the line as a selling point to 
get a new American Can Co. plant in 1974, so it was important at 
one time," he said. 


American Can last used the line about 10 years ago before 
switching to trucks, Mr. Dick said. 


Some isolated, vacant industrial sites would be without rail 
access, Mr. Dick said, but truck service still would be available. 
The Community Improvement Corp. industria] park is on State Rt. 
64, about a mile north of the right of way. 


The ICC usually allows abandonment if no public comments are 
received within 30 days of the petition's filing. Otherwise, the 
ICC would require public hearings. 


The rail line extends southwest from Delmont Junction, just 
west of I-475, to Whitehouse. The proposal would not affect the 
N&W line to Montpelier. i 


The line, one of the oldest in northwest Ohio, was built from 
Fort Wayne, Ind., through Defiance and Napoleon, 0., and into 
Toledo in 1855. It was once part of the Wabash Railroad, an N&W 
predecessor. 


The last through freight train used the tracks about 20 years 
ago. The last passenger train ran in 1959. 
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